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Calendar Dates 

June 16  – Governing Council Meeting 

July 3  – Last day Term 2 - early dismissal 2pm 

July 22   – Student Free Day 

July 30   – School Photos 

 

 

 

 How lovely it was to have a long weekend to punctuate our term last weekend.  With some cold, but clear weather, many families took 
the opportunity to get out into nature and we have heard many stories of campfires, marshmallows and great adventures this week.  
Hopefully this period of recharge will get us through the next four weeks when Term 2 will come to a conclusion.  With many people 
travelling to the peninsula our local shops and traders were able to benefit from business and our communities appeared to be ‘back 
to normal’.  This of course couldn’t be further from the truth as many locals are still grappling with restrictions to businesses, sport, 
seeing our elderly family members and of course cut backs in work and money coming in to the household.  While things may look like 
they are getting back on track, let’s not assume that this is the case for everyone, and consider that we are all dealing with what is a 
very ‘new normal’ – for some time yet.  

At school, our students are well on the way to finishing the first semester with of course a flurry of activity to finalise assessment tasks 
and get that one last assignment completed.  Teachers are either in the process of finalising reports and organising learning 
conversations (in primary) or getting their marking finalised to complete semester one reports (for middle and senior years).  This is all 
while getting prepared for the start of the new semester in Week 9.  It never fails to amaze me just what busy places schools are. 
Primary parents will receive the semester one report as part of their child’s learning conversation, while reports for middle and senior 
students will be sent home on the final day of term.  

It was wonderful to have a large group of students engaged in the Virtual Cross Country event last week and we thank Craig Fitzgerald 
and Josh Coombe for their work organising the afternoon.  For many of our students, it was the only opportunity to be involved in 
some type of sports activity that they have had for many months.  Well done to those who won age group events – we look forward to 
seeing how you stack up against the rest of the state once all the times have been processed.  To all however, well done for getting out 
there and having a go.  It was a perfect afternoon for it! 

I am flagging July 22nd with you all as a Student Free Day at Minlaton District School.  We have managed to secure trainers to provide 
First Aid Training for our staff to ensure that we are all accredited to apply basic first aid in emergency situations.  We renew our 
qualifications every three years and usually undertake training for a couple of nights after school in order to meet requirements.  With 
the Covid restrictions meaning that no training could take place up until now, the training providers have been inundated with requests, 
so we have taken the first available opportunity to ensure we renew our accreditation before it expires in early August.  Unfortunately 
July 22nd is a Wednesday, which we understand is problematic for many families, however I hope that with sufficient notice you will be 
able to arrange care for your children.  Thank you in anticipation of your support for this training to occur.  

Last week staff were extremely spoilt by the excellent work of the Year 12 Food and Hospitality students who provided an amazing 
High Tea in a Box.  The photos which appear within the Senior School report don’t adequately do justice to the deliciousness that was 
within that package. Thank you to Kirsty Campion for supporting the students and giving us all a reason to walk some extra kilometres 
on the long weekend!   

PH: (08) 88532346 FAX: (08) 88532531 EMAIL: dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

WEB: www.minlatonds.sa.edu.au 

SCHOOL ACCOUNT: (for EFT transfer): BSB/015642  ACC T/217331388 
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The Year 12s continue to indulge us all by operating the coffee machine each Tuesday morning to provide freshly made coffee and 
hot chocolate.  Parents are welcome to place an order as you bring children in to school, and then pick up on your way back to your 
car.  The students are using the activity as a way of raising money to reduce costs for their end of year celebration.  Please support 
them if you can – the coffee is certainly very good! 

Ali 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the personal interest subjects in terms 3 and 4 we are taking on some weaving and sewing. If anyone has any 

wool scraps or fabric that you could donate for this, it would be very much appreciated!!   

Thank You 

Kirsty Campion         

 

Getting ready to weave & 

sew! 

Can you help? 
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School Sport SA Virtual Cross Country 
Craig Fitzgerald 

56 students participated in the School Sport SA Virtual Cross Country event held on Thursday 4th June. A course was set up at MDS and 

results have been sent to School Sport SA to compare with other students from around the state. Well done to all involved. 

Winners for the age groups were: 

5yo 500m  -Leo Glazbrook (2 mins 51 secs) 

      -Tuleah Jeffrey (2.51) 

6yo 750m -Skylah Sansbury (4.30) 

         -Jimmy Honner (5.10) 

7yo 1000m  -Jakob Hoyle (5.29) 

  -Rubi Humphrys (5.37) 

8yo 1500m  -Finn Glazbrook (7.45) 

  -Naida Coe (9.43) 

9yo 1500m  -Alexander Redding (7.32) 

  -Ellie Polkinghorne (9.23) 

10yo 2000m  -Hamish Coombe (9.50) 

  -Anais Glazbrook (11.45) 

11yo 3000m  -Adam Kilpatrick-Hall (15.45) 

  -Brigette Redding (17.22) 

12yo 3000m  -James Cook (16.22) 

  -Alice Polkinghorne (20.48) 

13yo 3000m  -Freddie Wilson (14.18) 

  -Eleanor Brown (20.45) 

14yo 3000m  -Luke Horn (14.39) 

15yo 4000m  -Jacob Hickman (17.04)  
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Primary News 
Barb Agnew, Primary Coordinator 

Learning Conversations 
Students have taken home the letters regarding the Learning Conversations for the primary classes. The notes contain all of the times 

teachers are available for interviews. There is also a copy of the letter posted to the Class Dojo story page. If you have any trouble 

making an interview time, please contact your child’s teacher. We look forward to getting together with parents and students and 

having these conversations about student successes and goals for the future. The semester 1 reports will be available to parents at this 

time. 

Mrs Hills Yr 3/4 Class 
The Year 3/4 class have recently finished reading the novel ‘The Gizmo’ by Paul Jennings.  The novel is about a boy who stole a gizmo as 
a dare.  The boy tries to get rid of the gizmo, but it will not go away! The class have completed a series of activities which were based 
on the gizmo.  Here are some of them below for you to enjoy.     
 
Student Comments: 
 
“It was a very interesting book that was really funny to listen to.”  – Georgie 
  
“I think The Gizmo was a funny and exciting book.  At the end of every chapter the whole class was sad because we didn’t want it to 
end.” – Saxon 
  
“The Gizmo was a very good book.  I really enjoyed the book because it made me laugh a lot.” – Ellie 
  
“I thought that The Gizmo was a very exciting book.  It was an interesting book to read which I would recommend others to read.” – 
Jude. 
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Middle School Update 
Greg Hackett, Middle School Coordinator 

Hi all,  

This edition of Middle School News will be accompanied by some photographs and reports of some of our students getting involved in 
some long-awaited school sport opportunities.  It was fantastic to see our MS students having a go the cross-country time-trial event.  
Students and parents should stay closely tuned as more events become available throughout next term. 

Similarly, Mr Josh Coombe and Mrs Kirsty Campion got their maths classes out and about last week as they partook in their ‘Amazing 
Race’ style challenge.  I’m sure Mr Coombe will correct me if I’m wrong, but I believe it was a 100% success!  Another great example of 
engaging learning for our middle-years students. 

Let the good-times (sausage) roll!   
As mentioned previously, a small discussion with a few students seems to have eclipsed some of the other goings-on of our MS, at least 
according to the parents, grandparents and friends that have caught up with me regarding our nearly complete ‘Sausage Roll-Off’ 
competition.  While voiced opinions vary about the true motives of this event (from ‘awesome, engaging, wider learning’ to ‘bunch of 
sea-gulling teachers trying to get a free lunch’) I have been most impressed by a few things: 

- The willingness of students to engross themselves in an alternative type of activity that they might not normally engage with.  This 
brings many opportunities to further interact with parents/grandparents, to research techniques, tips and tricks and then evaluate 
and apply this new knowledge in some fun, hands-on, learning. 

- The willingness of students to take a risk.  Each student brought a varying degree of prior learning and experience to the baking task, 
yet participants were willing to try their hand in a ‘low-stakes competition’ and risk some perceived failure - a facet so vital to quality 
learning. 

- The growing sense of community within the 6/7 cohort.  The tasting of the treats has become somewhat of a ritual for the 
participants.  As the judges have their tasting, there is an awed hush and tangible anticipation as the chef of the day receives their 
feedback, looking for indications of success or failure.  There are conversations, questions, answers, banter and fun.  To conclude 
the daily event, students share their product with friends as they move off to play. 

There is much more that could be said regarding the resounding positives that come out of the competition for those involved.  I’ll 
conclude by saying that this is exactly the type of opportunity and experience that teachers wish to foster in students through their 
curriculum offerings but also through this type co-curricula activity.  May I offer my hearty congratulations to all students involved in this 
challenge.  Results will be out by the end of term! 

Please contact me if you have anything to discuss, information to clarify or questions to ask. 

Sincerely, Greg Hackett  - Coordinator – Middle School 

6-7 Maths - The Amazing Percentage Race 
Josh Coombe 

Last week the TWO Year 6-7 classes combined for ‘The Amazing Percentage Race’. Both classes have spent most of the term problem-
solving with percentages and this activity was aimed at building on the skills learnt in the unit. ‘The Amazing Percentage Race’ also 
fostered group collaboration and as an added bonus, assisted with personal fitness.  
 

There were ten stations situated around the school. At each station, the groups had to solve a multiple-choice percentage problem 
showing working out. The letter that corresponded with the correct answer at each station was part of a code word that had to be solved 
at the end of the race. In addition, there were some ‘roadblock’ activities where some extra challenges were required from group 
members with evidence recorded on the iPads.  
 

After some time penalties were added to some groups for incorrect answers or not completing all of the ‘roadblock’ activities, Alice 
Polkinghorne, Emmie Sullivan, Axyl Williams and Jackson Chappell were crowned the champions with a time of just under 49 minutes. 
Layla Walsh, Kayde Rossack and Elijah Rothe were runners-up, while Lucy Mahar, Dakota Jones, Nic Krieg and Gabrielle Hickman finished 
in third place.  
 

In an added challenge, there was a class contest. Mr Coombe’s class with an average time of 52 minutes triumphed over Mrs Campion’s 
class by six minutes.  
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Senior School Update 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

Week 7 this week means that there is only one more week left in Semester 1, and only a few more weeks until a well-earned break for 
our senior students (and staff and parents!). Year 12 Research Project students will have completely finished their course by the time 
this newsletter goes out. Well done to all. It is pertinent to remind students and parents that any marks which have been awarded to RP 
students are at present only school assessed grades; whilst we go through a rigorous intra-school moderation process, these marks only 
represent 70% of the total subject grade and are yet to be confirmed by the SACE Board’s final central moderation process. Final results 
for this subject are released by the SACE Board in early term 3. 
 

Year 10 and 11 students are reminded that the end of semester 1 is 3pm Friday 19th of June and that no work will be accepted after this 
time. It will certainly be a super busy time period for these folks as well, with new timetables and new subjects beginning in Week 9. 
This is also a reminder that no subject changes will occur after the start of the new semester. 
 

Work Experience 
Unfortunately, we have cancelled our mid-year work placement program; however we have recently been notified by the Department 
that work experience programs in the second half of the year are likely to go ahead. Therefore, if you are keen to do some forward 
planning, the next round of work experience for Year 10 and 11 students will be in the last 2 weeks of the year: 30th November to 4th 
December and 7th December to 11th December.  All Year 10 and 11 students must complete at least one week of work placement during 
this period, however due to the missed opportunity mid-year all are welcome to complete 2 weeks. Year 9 students who are over the 
age of 15 may also wish to undertake work experience in the second week. More information relating to this will be provided shortly. 
 

Mid-Term Progress reports 
At the end of week 5, as mentioned in the previous newsletter, mid-term progress reports were distributed to all parents & students via 
Daymap. An email on how to access these for those who may be unsure was sent at the beginning of this week; hopefully parents and 
students have now had an opportunity to review their progress so far this term. It is important to note that parents of students who 
receive a red or orange result are asked to contact their student’s subject teacher, care group teacher or myself as soon as possible to 
arrange a meeting to discuss student progress. 
 

Once again if you have any questions about Senior School related matters, don’t hesitate to call me here at school or send  an email to: 
glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au 
 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 
 

  

 

It’s a new month which means a new Mathematician of the Month. This award is given in 

recognition of a Year 10, 11, or 12 student’s hard work, perseverance in face of 

challenges, analysis of mistakes, positive attitude towards Mathematics, willingness to 

work cooperatively with others, and articulation of their thought processes. I am happy 

to announce the Mathematician of the Month for May is  

Natalie Blyth 

 

High Tea-in-a-box! 
Kirsty Campion 

The year 12 Food and Hospitality students went “all out” last 

Friday cooking a High Tea for staff lunch. With the restrictions 

and challenges around Covid-19 they decided to present their 

high tea in a take away box for staff. All the samples of food 

were absolutely delicious and the presentation on point! 26 

boxes were prepared and enjoyed.  

Well done. 
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