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All families are asked to note the letter which accompanies 

this newsletter informing the community of Minlaton District 

School on Monday July 1st as a result of industrial action.  

While the newsletter is sent home to each family and is 

available on our school website, I know from experience that 

there are times when the newsletter either doesn’t reach its 

intended destination, or isn’t read immediately or 

thoroughly – so I am seeking the support of those of you 

who are reading these words to ensure that this message is 

conveyed throughout the school community.   

I am both delighted and humbled to share with you all 
 

 

 

SCHOOL ACCOUNT: (for EFT transfer): BSB/015642  ACC T/217331 

Diary Dates 
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27th Book Club, 

 Library 7.30pm 
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5
th
 End Term 2, 

 Early Dismissal 
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the news that I will be fulfilling the role of Principal at Minlaton District School for a 

further 5 years, with my new tenure beginning in January 2020 and concluding in 

January 2025.  I have been extremely fortunate to lead our school for the past ten 

years and take immense pride in the achievements of the young people who have 

passed through our doors, and the continuing improvements that we have made to 

our grounds and facilities.  I owe a debt of gratitude to the wonderful colleagues who 

have made up the staff of MDS over those years, and whose passion and commitment 

has seen us continually improve as a school.  Minlaton District School is a school with 

the students at its heart, teachers and support staff who strive to provide their best, 

and a community which embraces our efforts to maximise the learning and outcomes 

of our young people.  I am excited to be able to continue to lead our efforts into the 

future and look forward to the next five years. 

Next week is the final week of Term 2 which as usual has been action-packed.  Our 

Year 10 students will return from Work Experience, hopefully a little wiser about their 

future directions and with renewed impetus toward their studies for the remainder of 

the year.  I’m sure there will be some great experiences to share.  For some, a career 

aspiration may be confirmed, for others, a realisation that what they have experienced 

over the week is not what they want to pursue for the future.  Either way, the 

experience will have been a valuable one which will allow students to reset their focus. 

Next Friday we will be sending home student reports for Semester 1.  Parents are 

reminded that the Daymap portal stores middle and senior student reports from the 

last three years and all parents have been provided with details to access the portal.   

 SCHOOL CLOSED MONDAY JULY 1ST 



 

 
2 

 

Issue 11, 2019 

 

  

 

 

 

Our reporting format has changed for this semester as we include more assessment information on the 

Daymap portal which parents can access at any time.  If you have not yet become familiar with the 

platform, and would like to be guided in its features, please contact the Front Office staff and we will 

arrange some more parent tutorials early in term 3.   

As we move into the second half of the year, our planning for 2020 begins in earnest.  Our capacity to staff 

subjects and create classes is determined by student numbers, and it is at this time that I seek any 

information about families who may be leaving the school at the end of the year, or if you are aware of any 

families moving into our district.  If children are moving elsewhere, please let either Care Group teachers 

know, or contact Shan in the Front Office.  It may seem a long way off to you, but the process for staffing 

schools is a long and complex one so this information is vital to us.  

We were delighted to see the slab for the new senior learning space poured on Monday of this week.  As 

anticipated, there was a great deal of complex work undertaken beneath the surface before the building 

could begin (and yes…unforeseen issues with pipes unmarked on plans!) but now that we have a 

foundation, the building will become a reality before our very eyes.  Both students and staff are eagerly 

anticipating the final result which will provide a quality teaching and learning environment for our senior 

students. 

 

Ali 
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Primary News 
Barb Agnew, Primary Coordinator 

Year 4/5 Excursion 

The Year 4 and 5 students went for an excursion to the Children’s Festival in Adelaide on the 31
st

 of May. After a very 

early start we arrived at the Torren’s Parade Ground and went to an exhibit in the RSL building there. The exhibit, ‘Of all 

the people in all the world,’ was a visual display of various populations around the world. The populations were 

represented as grains of rice. There were piles of rice representing many things such as the population of Minlaton, the 

population of Adelaide, the population of people living in rural South Australia. They had other types of populations too, 

such as the number of people who died of the Spanish flu world-wide, the number of people who have logged into 

Fortnite and the number of prisoners in the world. The students were fascinated with many of the categories and the 

numbers in them. The students then went to have lunch in Elder Park and then onto a 10-minute Dance Party inside a 

shipping container. Most of them found the Dance Party a lot of fun. Finally, we went in to see a performance, ‘Robot 

Song.’ The performance portrayed a girl who struggled to fit in at school and focussed on her interests that made her 

appear different to her peers. The performance explored ways the girl tried to overcome her problems. On the way 

home we stopped for some afternoon recess at the St Kilda playground. All the children packed a lot of play into the 15 

minutes we were there. The students wrote some recount texts and response texts to the performance. 

Student comments from their reports; 

“We went to the Festival Theatre where we watched the ‘Robot Song.’ It was about a girl who was sent a mean letter and 

she didn’t want to go to school. Keely Wildash 

“Robot Song” is like the book ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid.’ It reminded me of Greg because he is kind of left out like Juniper. 

Greg is a kid with a friend called Rowley, they are best friends but other than that, Greg doesn’t really fit in.”                                            

Addison Sandercock 

“Robot Song” was an amazing play. It was three people – mum, dad and the girl. The girl was getting called robot 

because she was known for her really cool interest in robots and for that she was getting bullied. She worked out a way 

to fix it.”  Noah McDonnell 

“Robot Song” is a play that we went to. It was bout an autistic girl who got bullied. Her name was Juniper. Her best friend 

was a dumpster, which was pretty sad. Everybody called her robot and she didn’t like it. Axyl Williams 
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Reports 

The Semester 1 reports will be sent home at the end of 

this term. The layout of these reports is different to 

what we’ve had in the past with the Governing Council 

having endorsed the changes in the reporting format. 

In future these reports will be given out at 

Parent/Teacher/Student interviews and the contents 

will be discussed. As we have just had interviews at the 

end of Term 1, it was decided we wouldn’t repeat this 

process now. Either teachers or parents can request 

interviews if you feel one is needed. Please take note 

of the new Work and Social Skills section of the report.  

Primary Assembly 

There will be a Primary Assembly on Wednesday the 

3
rd

 of July at 2:10 in the gym. Parents and caregivers 

are encouraged to attend and see some of the things 

the children have been learning this term. The 

assemblies give the children a chance to practice their 

oral presentation skills. As they move up in years they 

are encouraged to speak without a script. The other 

students always enjoy seeing the work of the other 

children. 

Barb Agnew 

 

 

 

Footlight Dance Classes School Holiday Sessions 

2nd week of July Holidays Minlaton Town Hall 

Morning sessions 5-9yrs 

Afternoon sessions 10yrs and over 

Hip hop, contemporary, pom and acro 

$20 per session for Footlight Members 

$25 per session for non-members 

For further information contact Kelly on 0431335057 

Footlight Dance Term 3 

Term 3 Classes in Minlaton, Yorketown, Warooka and 

Ardrossan  

New classes available in Minlaton Tap, Pom and Acro 

2yrs-adults 

Registrations now open. For further information contact 

Kelly on 043133505 
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Middle School Update 
David Buckley, Middle School Coordinator 

Term 2 is coming to a close for all of us at MDS.  As you read, students are engaged in ALTERNATIVE LEARNING WEEK.  

This year’s edition has revolved around board games, a truss challenge, house designs and merchandise, as well as 

tree planting at Gum Flat.  The photos attached to this article tell the story – engagement, enjoyment, community spirit 

and camaraderie. 

End of term – In week 10, the new semester gears-up with students commencing their Personal Interest subjects, 

completing their term 2 personal evaluation/reflection sheets and setting some new goals for term 3.  These reflection 

sheets will go home with the semester reports for your perusal.  Please be aware that Semester 1 reports are a 

progress report and reflect your child’s progress at this point of the year.  In year-long subjects, students have the 

second semester to improve the skills, knowledge and application of course concepts.  If your child is unlikely to meet 

the satisfactory standard at this point, you will be/have been notified by subject teachers.  Please contact each subject 

teacher if you wish to discuss how best to work together to advance your child’s progress. 

Parent Contact - Another reminder to all parents to be pro-active in your communications with school, whether it’s to 

communicate a reason for absences, changes to family circumstances, changes to contact details or just to check in 

with teachers to clarify work requirements or get an update of your child's progress. Daymap portal allows parents to 

see tasks, deadlines and allows messaging. Daymap is a great tool for parents to be up to date with their child’s 

education. It would be fantastic if parents checked in via email to ensure that their details are on record for future 

reference. 

Handing back the wheel – As most of you are aware; I have been filling in for Greg Hackett while he has been on long 

service leave this term. Greg will be back at the start of term 3 as the MS Coordinator at MDS. I would like to take the 

opportunity to thank Ali for giving me the chance to get to know the students, staff and wider community at MDS over 

the last term. I have learned so much about the students and their lives on the Yorke Peninsula. It has been a pleasure 

to interact with the students as they are generally a most polite and motivated bunch of young people. I would like to 

thank all the staff for their support while I have been learning on the job. I would especially like to thank all the MS 

teachers and Leadership for being patient and helpful. 

 Alternative Week activities and Personal Interests – Students have had the opportunity to choose their Personal 

Interest subjects for semester 2. These subjects are designed to allow students to have the opportunity to experience 

some choice in their education by selecting the areas in which they wish to build their skills and knowledge. The 

Personal Interests include P.E./fitness subjects, woodwork, metal work, outdoor tech, art and media based subjects. A 

timetable is attached to students’ Daymap accounts. I encourage you to log on to Daymap to be up to date with your 

child’s education at MDS. 

Once again, please contact us if you have anything to discuss, information to clarify or questions to ask. 

Sincerely,  

David Buckley 

Coordinator – Middle School 
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From the Senior School 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

   

Senior School Update 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

Senior School Report  

Well, we are now past the half-way point of the year for Senior School students! In fact our Year 12 students have only 13 

school weeks remaining. It seems like only yesterday we were starting the year. The next newsletter will go into some 

detail regarding the performance of our students in first semester, but for the meantime, congratulations to all those 

who achieved what they wanted to and for those who did not quite make it there, use the feedback provided in your 

reports and the time in the upcoming break to re-focus and ensure you are successful in semester 2. 
 

Drafting of student work 

As we move into the second semester it is important to remind our senior students about the drafting requirements at 

senior school level. Drafting of student work is non-negotiable and is a proven way to ensure that student work is as 

good as it possibly can be. It is also a requirement for SACE students in order for teachers to be able to verify that the 

work is the student’s own.  Each subject teacher will set a specified date for submission of a full, completed draft; if a 

student does not meet that date, the final piece of work will not be considered for assessment. Should plagiarism 

be identified in student work, this is a breach of SACE assessment rules and an investigation will be undertaken, which 

will result in penalties being applied. 
 

Interviews and Course Counselling 

Some dates to be aware of in the upcoming term: 
 

 Interviews with individual subject teachers following semester 1 reports are available upon request 

 Year 12 Learning Conversations will be occurring across weeks 2 & 3 of Term 3, information will be posted home 

in week 1, with all bookings made online. 

 Updated Subject Selection Handbooks will be available online from Week 4 of Term 3 

 Interim Reporting will occur in week 5 of Term 3 

 Subject information and selection evenings  will occur in Week 7 of Term 3, information will be posted home in 

week 5  
 

Year 10 Careers Trip 2019 

Just another reminder about the upcoming  Careers Trip in week 5 of term 3 (19-23 August).This will arrive quickly, so it 

may pay to begin making arrangements for accommodation for the week, as students do not stay in a central supervised 

venue. This is a compulsory part of the Stage 1 Personal Learning Plan which all Year 10 students undertake in Semester 

2, as well as being a significant highlight of the Year 10 curriculum. 
 

Monday is a travel/familiarisation day, with the program beginning on Tuesday morning. Students are expected to travel 

to Adelaide via their own means, but they will return to Minlaton together on a school chartered bus. More information, 

including a program of visits and specific guidelines, as well as the opportunity to ask questions will be provided at the 

parent information evening on Wednesday 24
th

 July (Wednesday Week 1 next term) at 6.30pm. A letter inviting all 

parents and students was sent home last week. 
 

Once again if you have any questions about Senior School related matters, don’t hesitate to call me here at school or 

send an email to: glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au Have a great and well deserved holiday break, 

 

Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 
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