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Issue 8 

14th May 2020 
 

 

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 19th May * Year 10 Immunisations 

   * Governing Council Meeting (via Zoom) 

 

 

 

 
Week three has seen our attendance increase once again as families become more confident about the limited 

spread of Covid19 in the local community, and we now have only a handful of students who are learning 

remotely.  The lifting of some restrictions will be very welcome for us all as we are able to access more services 

and enjoy the opportunity to get out and about more.  While restrictions are being eased, we must make sure 

that we don’t become complacent about the very behaviours which have allowed South Australia to keep the 

virus at bay; attending to good hygiene through hand washing and sanitising, coughing and sneezing into our 

elbows, and maintaining 1.5m physical distancing from others. We will continue to impress upon the children 

the importance of maintaining these protocols, which will probably be a feature of our lives for many months 

to come.  Thank you for your continued support, particularly around collecting children who present with 

symptoms of illness throughout the school day, and keeping children home if they are symptomatic.   

You will note further in this edition the relaxing of restrictions in the School Community Library.  While local 

council libraries in other areas have simply reopened, we are not fully reopening to the public, as the 

restrictions around patron numbers are difficult to apply when our library is being used by students 

throughout the school day.  Please check the library public opening hours within this newsletter, and 

remember that our click and collect service will continue to operate for the foreseeable future.  

With few interruptions in the school calendar it has been really pleasing to see the way in which the students 

have re-engaged with their learning on returning to school.  While extra-curricular activities certainly add value 

to students’ learning and wellbeing, having focussed time with no interruptions to the school day is really being 

appreciated after the disrupted end to Term 1.  Barb has noted those primary students who have reached 75 

reading nights in her report, and I am delighted to reveal that 6 of those children have very recently been 

awarded 100 night Crocodiles (cleverly disguised as pencils!) and Principal Award stickers.  It’s been wonderful 

to see that many of them have been accessing the Minlaton Story Time episodes to include in their reading 

logs too. Congratulations to Rose, Leo, Louis, Toby, Finnian and Nicholas.  One of the great parts of this job is 

to recognise the achievements of our students…and the more crocodiles I can remove from my office, the 

better! 

Have a wonderful weekend. Ali 

    

 
PH: (08) 88532346 FAX: (08) 88532531 EMAIL: dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

WEB: www.minlatonds.sa.edu.au 

SCHOOL ACCOUNT: (for EFT transfer): BSB/015642  ACC T/217331388 
 

mailto:dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.minlatonds.sa.edu.au/
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Library Reopening Advice:  

Many of you will have seen that Libraries have been given permission to reopen under certain regulations. For our 

library as a joint School and Community Library this has posed some interesting challenges due to our obligations 

around the safety of our students and our community members. With this in mind the Library will be re-opening to 

the public during limited hours that will prevent potential spread of infection between our students and community 

members. Please read carefully the details below before attempting to visit the library: 

 

Community Opening hours beginning Thursday 21st May: 

THURSDAYS: 3:00pm-6:00pm 

FRIDAYS: 2:00pm-4:30pm 

 

Click and Collect will continue to operate On TUESDAYS and THURSDAYS from 1:30-3:30. Please remember to 

phone us on arrival on 88532339 and remain in your car and we will deliver the items to you and pick up any returns 

you may have. 

 

Community members will need to follow the following instructions as a condition of entry: 

1. Community members MUST NOT enter the library if they feel unwell or are experiencing cold/flu symptoms.  

2. Use the provided hand sanitiser at the external library door. 

3. 10 persons maximum on premises at a time - You may be asked to return to your car to wait until there is 

space. 

4. Community use of the library is restricted to short visits of 30 minutes maximum for simple tasks such as 

returning, borrowing, photocopying and brief computer use. 

5. Use of the Public Access Computers is limited to 30 minutes maximum and patrons will be required to wipe 

down the keyboard and mouse before and after use.  

6. Patrons must follow social distancing rules, maintaining 1.5 metres distance from other Library users. 

7. No coffee or chocolate sales are available at this time. 

Depot Libraries: 

Curramulka: Open Fridays from 2:30-3:00 for school use and 3:00-4:00pm for the community. 2 Persons on site 

maximum. 

Port Vincent: Open Fridays from 9:30-11:30am. 2 Persons on site maximum. 

 

Be assured that all returned community items will be quarantined for 5 days before being made available for 

borrowing. We appreciate that this has been a difficult and frustrating time for our community library users and we 

thank you for your patience and understanding. Keep safe everyone. Candy, Hannah and Rick. 
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Primary School News 
Barb Agnew, Primary School Coordinator 

    
 

     
 

75 Night 

Readers 

Alexis Krieg 

Annabelle Cook 

Archie Cook 

Brianna Warrior 

Carolyn Spiers 

Casey Stubberfield 

Celeste Redding 

Dacie Wright 

Deanna Jones 

Evie May 

Finn Glazbrook 

Harry Dale 

Isabella Edwards 

Jackson Burke 

Jett Polkinghorne 

Jimmy Honner 

Lachlan Lennerth 

Lans Haligado 

Lara Jansons 

Leo Glazbrook 

Louis Brown 

Mackenzie White 

Mia Voigt 

Naida Coe 

Nicholas Preedy 

Owen Cook 

Riley Stubberfield 

Rose Gibson 

Rubee Cock-Lehmann 

Rubi Humphries 

Tida Hosking 

Toby Jansons 

Tuleah Jeffrey 

Will McDonald 

Xavier Cook 

 

 

 

 

 

LOWAN ADAM 

 

AXEL  LEVI 
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Year 4/5 work 

The Year 4/5 class are reading the novel ‘Boy Overboard.’ The novel is about an Afghanistan family who have to flee 

their country. They become refugees and make their way to Australia. The children have written an acrostic poem 

using the names of the two main characters. We have included a few of them for you to enjoy.  
 

Hygiene and Hand Washing 

The students have been incredibly good with washing their hands before eating and after breaks. Unfortunately, the 

constant hand washing has affected some of the skin on their hands. Children are encouraged to bring along their 

own hand moisturiser or even their own soap if the school soap is too harsh for their skin. Hopefully this will alleviate 

the issue. If you have any queries or concerns about hand washing, please contact your child’s teacher.  
 

Spelling and Vocabulary Development 

Each week the Years 1-5 students have lists of words that they study and learn. These words can be found in their 

diaries or home message books. The words they learn are chosen for a wide variety of reasons. Some of the list may 

be chosen because they are high frequency words. Another group of words may be chosen due to a particular sound 

contained in the words. Still other words in the group may be chosen to extend their vocabulary. There are many 

ways to support your children in learning these words. You could test them on the words, but there are many other 

things to be done as well.  
 

 Tell your child you will use some of the words in everyday conversations and make a game out of them having to 

spot it. Keep score! Use variations of their list words in conversation, for example beauty  beautification or slow 

 slowly. 

 While bouncing a ball they can spell their words aloud, one bounce for each letter.  

 Make list words out of Scrabble tiles. 

 Play hangman. 

 Write the words in dirt or sand using a stick. 

Be creative! 
 

Reading Nights 

Many children are reading every night! On the previous page we have included a list of the children who have read 

more than 75 nights! 
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Middle School News 
Greg Hackett, Middle School Coordinator 

 

Hi all,  

It’s not all bad news  

Usually, at this time of the year, newsletter items relate to some big ticket items like NAPLAN testing, 8/9 9-a-side Footy, 

knock-out sport etc.  Obviously, with the agenda cleared of most of these types of events (as well as our social 

calendar), it may seem like nothing is happening, but I can assure you this isn’t the case.  Many of our middle-school 

staff have noticed a distinct fervour in our classrooms, as our students are perhaps more meaningfully engaged in their 

learning and while we certainly miss the co-curricular excursions and community sport, it could be argued that without 

them, students are well rested, focused, (appropriately) social and pretty much just getting on with the business of 

learning.  I’ve certainly been impressed by the way our MS cohort have coped with the disruptions and distractions of 

the past few weeks and months.  It’s great to see the maturity and positive attitude of the classes, to their betterment , 

as students and community minded individuals.  I hope this can be maintained for the term and built upon as the year 

progresses. 

Middle School Camp  

As many of you may have guessed, the proposed Illawonga camps are in limbo at the moment.  While we hope that by 

December some normality would have returned to our world, the final decision about going ahead with camps and 

excursions will not be made by the Department until next term.  I’ll update you all as more information comes to light. 

A little bite of fun  

From little things, big things grow.  A bit of a ‘throw-away’ line about sausage rolls in a lunchbox, quickly snowballed into 

a thing!  A simple discussion amongst a small group of enthusiastic young ladies and myself about the merits of the 

humble sausage-roll escalated into plans for a ‘bake-off’ style challenge whereby students compete for the grand prize – 

A batch of sausage-rolls baked by yours truly (from my own secret recipe).   I can hereby officially announce to parents 

of the 6/7 classes that the 2020 ‘Sausage Roll-off’ has been opened, rules have been drawn up and names added to the 

registration sheet.  We ask that students bake their batches under appropriate supervision, but with minimal (and 

preferably zero) parent assistance.  Please talk to your child about the terms and conditions, or contact me for more 

info. 

Maybe next term a plan might evolve for a similar challenge for the 8/9 classes? 

Please contact me if you have anything to discuss, information to clarify or questions to ask. 

Sincerely,  

Greg Hackett   

Coordinator – Middle School 
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Senior School Update 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

 

Congratulations to students and staff for a brilliant start to Term 2, with almost full classes in all three senior year levels. 

Both students and staff are very excited to be back in a “normal” format.  
 

As we were unable to conduct our Year 10 & 11 Learning Conversations at the beginning of this term, parents and 

students may feel as though they have missed the chance to discuss their progress with teachers; however our staff are 

happy to chat so if any parents would like the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress, please contact your child’s 

teachers, preferably via email. All Senior School students will be issued a report at the end of this term which outlines 

their progress in Semester 1. 
 

Term 2 is a particularly busy one for all Senior School students and staff, with semester 1 finishing at the end of Week 8 

and a new timetable and new subjects beginning in Week 9. For students undertaking semester length subjects, the 

final time that work can be submitted for assessment is 3pm on Friday 19
th

 of June. I urge all students to ensure that 

you are keeping on top of your workload and please ask your teachers for help.  

On a different note there are some adjustments that we will have to make to our Term 2 schedules and programs 

unfortunately. All excursions and onsite visits have been cancelled for the time being so our usual visits from all three 

South Australian Universities and SAPOL are on hold until later in the year and we have unfortunately had to cancel our 

Term 2 Work Experience program for Year 10 students. At this stage our annual year 10 Careers Week is being planned 

for in week 5 next term however it is likely to be in a different format this year.  

If you have any questions about Senior School related matters, don’t hesitate to call me here at school or send an email 

to: glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au 

Glen White – Senior School Coordinator 

 

Mathematician of the Month 
 

As part of a new initiative at MDS, one year 10, 11, or 12 Mathematics student will 

be named Mathematician of the Month. This award will be given in recognition of 

their hard work, perseverance in face of challenges, analysis of mistakes, positive 

attitude towards Mathematics, willingness to work cooperatively with others, and 

articulation of their thought processes. I am happy to announce the first 

Mathematician of the Month for April is: 

 

Kai Newbold 
 

 

 

mailto:glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au
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Resumption of Theory Testing for Learner’s Permit 

Students may be aware that Service SA suspended Learner Theory Testing in April, acting on advice from SA 

Health.  Given the current success of South Australian’s approach to COVID-19, a softening of the restrictions is 

proposed, prior to any broader easing of restrictions in the community.  Specifically, Service SA will be re-commencing 

Learner Theory Test Bookings, in a controlled way. 

  

Regional Service SA centres have introduced a booking system to assist management of the expected demand.  All test 

sittings require a booking.  To secure a booking applicants must telephone 13 10 84 and payment must be made at 

the time of the booking.  Students may also attend the centre to book and pay however we cannot guarantee a time 

slot on the same day. 

  

As circumstances relating to COVID-19 can change quickly your students are advised to monitor www.service.sa.gov.au 

  

Full details on the requirements for getting their licence are available at either https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/driving-

and-transport/licences/new-drivers or https://mylicence.sa.gov.au/road-rules/the-drivers-handbook/obtaining-permit 

for the most up-to-date information. 

 

Scholastic Book Club 

We are still running Book Club this Term. We have created a 

virtual Book Club catalogue for this issue only, instead of 

the usual paper catalogue you normally find at the bottom of 

your child’s school bag. You will still have access to the wide 

selection that Book Club has to offer in the comfort of your 

home. Visit the following link to set up your LOOP access; 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx 

 Place your order on LOOP as normal and once your school has 

processed the order, the books will still be sent to the school 

as usual. We value our partnership with schools to distribute 

Book Club, which allows us to put those savings into reducing 

the prices of our books. 

 Book Club will continue to partner with your school, providing 

20% of your order value back to your school in Scholastic 

Rewards, which they can use to purchase resources, and to get 

books into the hands of children in an easy, affordable and 

convenient way. 

 

Doing things differently does not change our goal, it is more 

important than ever! 

 

Need Help with Training Costs? 

Do you have a diagnosed health condition, injury or disability? 

Are you aged between 14 and aged pension qualifying age? 

Are you interested in training to obtain or increase employability? 

Are you able to study or work eight hours or more per week? 

If you tick all the boxes above and are not currently receiving services or 

have been referred to another DES or jobactive provider. 

We may be able to assist you to obtain a Certificate or Statement of 

Attainment in your chosen field.* 

*Conditions apply – You must meet the eligibility criteria to register as a 

Disability Employment Services volunteer. 

*You must also meet eligibility criteria to enrol in training as each 

course has different requirements. 

*The pre-training assessment is determined by the Registered Training 

Organisation RTO. 

 

http://www.service.sa.gov.au/
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/driving-and-transport/licences/new-drivers
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/driving-and-transport/licences/new-drivers
https://mylicence.sa.gov.au/road-rules/the-drivers-handbook/obtaining-permit

