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There have certainly been some chilly days and nights this week as we usher out the 

final week of autumn and prepare for the descent of winter.  I’ll be dancing at the 

crossing trying to keep my toes warm, and there may even be an occasion or two when 

the turkey hat comes out of hibernation! 

MDS is humming along to what is our ‘new normal’.  Students, for the most part, are 

adhering to our requests for physical distancing, and are ensuring that they maintain 

good hygiene through the washing and sanitising of hands, and coughing or sneezing 

into their elbows.  Thank you parents for adhering to our no entry to classrooms 

protocol and being vigilant about your children’s health, and keeping them at home 

should they exhibit any signs of illness.  It will be quite an irony in this time of Covid-19 

 

 

 that this year could see us at our healthiest, avoiding the usual bout of colds and flu that tend to circulate through the 

colder months.  Let’s all keep up the good work and maintain our positive behaviours to keep illness at bay. 

Last week the Governing Council met via Zoom for the first time, which was quite a different experience, not only for the 

lack of a cheese platter.  I was able to provide a summary of our school’s response to the changing situation with the Covid-

19 restrictions and how we intend to continue over the remainder of the term.  At this stage we have not been given an 

indication as to when we may resume camps and excursions and given that community sport on the Yorke Peninsula has 

not yet been recommenced, I would suggest that it is unlikely that there will be any extra-curricular activities occurring for 

the rest of this term and the first part of Term 3 at a minimum.  We will keep you updated as we learn of more easing of 

restrictions. 

While we are only mid-way through Term 2, for our Year 12 cohort, this marks the half way point in their final school year.  

I have been impressed by the manner in which the majority have been able to focus on their learning and encourage them 

to continue to use the lack of other diversions to maximise their efforts as they move forward.  At about this time each 

year (I know…it does seem very early!) we begin to think about our enrolments and staffing for the following academic 

year.  Any families who are considering moving or will not be continuing at MDS in 2021 are requested to contact the 

school at your earliest convenience to let us know of your plans.  Having accurate student enrolment numbers is vital as 

we plan for the future. 

Once again, the crocodiles have been marching their way out of my office and into the hands of a number of Primary 

children – nibbled fingers notwithstanding.  Congratulations to Lowan, Josh C, Casey, Annabelle, Georgina, Riley S, Brianna 

W, Xavier C, Alexis, Jackson B, Harry D, Alena, Isabella E, Owen C, Bella W, Deanna, Jimmy, Mia V, and Lans for achieving 

100 nights of reading.  It is a real joy to see the progress that our children are making with their reading, and their dedication 

to reading every night to consolidate this practice.  I am extremely grateful to our parents who support this invaluable 

evening routine; you are making a huge investment in your child’s future.  Thank you also to the older brothers and sisters 

who are helping our new readers with their reading each night – you are champions!  At this stage our Minlaton StoryTime 

continues with the kind permission of the publishing industry and many authors who are waving copyright while our 

communities are spending more time at home.  We made it to 50 episodes a week ago, and will continue as long as we are 

able and can find the additional time to record and produce the film clips.  

PH: (08) 88532346 FAX: (08) 88532531 EMAIL: dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

WEB: www.minlatonds.sa.edu.au 

SCHOOL ACCOUNT: (for EFT transfer): BSB/015642  ACC T/217331388 
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In what has to be a master stroke of sheer deviousness…the Middle School sausage roll challenge continues.  I’m sure 

Greg will provide the educational rationale for this much anticipated and enjoyed competition in his Middle School report.  

I can only say that none of the challenge entries have yet to make it to the Front Office - a bitter disappointment! 

Next week parents can expect to see a traffic light progress report coming home either via Class Dojo for the primary 

children and Daymap for the remainder of the school.  If you are seeing any red or orange next to particular subjects, 

please get in touch with the subject teacher.  This interim report will set the stage for the end of Semester 1 report and 

will flag any potential issues while there is still time to intervene. Primary class teachers will be conducting parent/teacher 

interviews in coming weeks, about which I’m sure Barb will provide information through her primary report.   

Enjoy the coming weekend. 

Ali 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our happy gardeners, together with their amazing produce! 



 

 
3 

 

Issue 9, 2020 

 

  

Primary News 
Barb Agnew 

Traffic Lights  
As promised the next lot of ‘Traffic Light’ letters will be sent home this week via Class Dojo messages. The ‘Traffic Lights’  gives parents 
and caregivers a status update of how children are progressing academically in Literacy and Numeracy. Later in the term the Semester 
1 reports will be completed and available at Learning Conversations (parent/teacher/student interviews). More information about how 
to book Learning Conversations will be sent home soon. 

The Garden 
The garden area is producing some lovely fresh vegetables and herbs. Quite a few potatoes have been harvested in recent weeks. Terri, 
along with several students, cooked the potatoes with some rosemary, and took them to the primary classes for tastings. There have 
also been pumpkins, cucumbers, cos lettuce, zucchinis and coriander harvested this term. The canteen uses vegetables and herbs from 
the garden too. Some of the produce has been sold in the staff room. The vegetables that are growing at present include broccoli, 
cabbage, snow peas, carrots and beetroot. Students love getting outside in the garden, getting their hands dirty and helping with all the 
jobs.  

R/1 Science Lessons, Mrs Coe 
In our science lessons we have been learning about living things and what they need to survive. As part of our studies, we planted radish 

seeds in a plastic cup. We worked with a partner and followed a procedure to get our seeds planted! First we put the soil in the cup. 

Next we used a piece of dowel to make a hole in the soil. Then we put a small pinch of seeds into the hole. Next we covered the seeds 

with soil and gave them a small amount of water. Lastly we placed our cups in the window sill in the classroom. It did not take long for 

our seeds to start growing. We observed the roots growing down into the soil and the tops of the radishes growing towards the sunlight. 

It was a great way for us to see our learning in action! 

 

R/1 Technology, Mr Buckley 
The R/1 students are working on some projects involving weaving, yarn and knots. They are learning to tie their shoelaces. The children 
are using the method pictured above.  

Students in the R/1 and the 1/2 classes have been working with Mr Buckley, exploring different building materials (such as 1000 cubes, 

100 squares, 10 sticks, connecting cubes, wooden cubes, cards etc) to build the tallest building possible. 

Students from both classes came up with the following building principles: 

1. A triangle is a good shape to copy because it is stable. 

2. It is best to have a big base and a smaller top. 

3. It is best to be heavy on the bottom and lightest on the top. 

4. Certain shapes (eg cubes) are better to build with than others, such as non-connecting plastic pieces. 
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Here is Celeste, showing us her 

13 storey building with the 

design she drew and followed. 

 

 

  

 

The 1/2 class have 

working with Mr 

Buckley in D&T. 

Students have 

been following 

symbolised designs 

to accurately make 

buildings according 

to the design. 
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Senior School Update 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 
 
Week 5 already, where has the time gone? Whilst this is the halfway point of the term, more importantly for senior students it means that 
by the time this newsletter is published, there will be only 3 weeks left in their semester! As it is rapidly approaching the business end of 
the semester, all students from Years 10 through 12 should be doing everything in their control to make these next few weeks count. 

For Year 10 and 11 students the semester ends at 3pm on Friday the 19th of June, with no semester 1 work being accepted after that time. 
In week 9 we begin a new semester, new timetable and new subjects for many students. Certainly a flat out end to the term! 

Mid-Term Progress Reports 
At such a busy time for students it is pertinent to remind everyone that we use a range of strategies within the senior school to assist 
students to stay on track and well situated to achieve their best possible personal performance in each subject. Being sent home this week 
via Daymap are Mid-Term Progress Reports of each student’s academic progress in each of their subject areas, as well as their current 
attendance record. This allows us as a school to get a really good picture of how students are travelling and enables us to intervene, offer 
support and assist them to turn things around wherever possible. It is important to note that parents of students who receive a red or 
yellow result are asked to contact their student’s Care Group teacher, the subject teacher or myself as soon as possible to  arrange a 
meeting to discuss student progress. 

When combined with our other regular monitoring and  mentoring programs for senior students, individualised subject counseling, regular 
parent contact and the availability, approachability and professionalism of senior staff we aim to ensure that every senior student here at 
MDS gets the best opportunities to be successful at school. 

Year 12 Home Study 
Once a Year 12 student has successfully completed their Research Project and has demonstrated over the first 2 terms that they have the 
time management, organisation, self-drive and independent work capacity to be successful in their studies they may apply for home study 
privileges. If approved home study commences in term 3 and allows the student to work from home during some of their study lessons. 
Further information will be distributed to parents & students shortly about the requirements for eligibility and how students may apply. 
There is no home study for students in any other year levels. 
 
Once again if you have any questions about Senior School related matters, don’t hesitate to call me here at school or send an email to: 
glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au 

Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

 

Year 12s are at it again! 
 
Our budding Baristas will be serving fresh hot coffee and hot chocolate from 8.30 – 8.50 during school drop off each Tuesday morning for 
the remainder of the term.  Beverages will be $4.00 each and served in take away cups.  As you come through the gate for drop off, place 
your order and pay, and your coffee will be ready for you to pick up and take with you as you leave. 
 
Unfortunately we will not have a seating area for you to linger at this stage; this is something that we will look into for the future. All 
proceeds will assist in funding the Yr 12 celebration at the conclusion of the year.  Thank you for your support.   
 
Ali Bogle – for the Yr 12 crew. 
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