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January 2021 and a new school year begins; let’s hope that our year will be a positive one with as little impact from Covid as 
possible.  Welcome to all our returning students and families, and special welcome to the 24 new Receptions and 7 students 
at other year levels and their families who become part of the Minlaton District School community this year.  It was lovely to 
see all of your smiling faces in the yard on Wednesday morning and have a chance to catch up with your holiday happenings 
over the last couple of days. 

Thank you to parents who have already attended to the ‘holiday homework’ posted home prior to school resuming.  If you 
haven’t already done so, please return your information sheet, signed to either indicate everything is correct or with 
appropriate amendments.  It is vital that your information is accurate in our school records so that we can contact you quickly 
should we need to.  Many of you will have received invoices for aquatics activities which will begin next Monday for our 6/7 
students and continue to roll out in the coming weeks for other year levels.  Materials and Services invoices were also 
included in this mail out.  If you intend to apply for School Card in 2021, please don’t hesitate to contact Zoe in the Finance 
Office should you need assistance.   

We have begun the year with three new staff members who I introduced in the last newsletter of 2020.  Mr Owen Lamb is a 
Maths/Science teacher who will be teaching across a range of year levels and will be the Care Group teacher of the 7/8 class.  
Mr Geordie Cameron joins the primary team as the teacher of the Year 4 class.  Mrs Di Nankivell joins us in multiple roles, as 
both our Pastoral Care Worker and also our Youth Support Worker.  The rest of the team are back, smiling and ready to enjoy 
a fabulous year.   

In 2020 there were a number of restrictions in schools as a result of precautions taken to limit any possible Covid 
transmission; thankfully many of these have now been lifted.  We will however continue to encourage our children and 
young people to: 

 wash their hands regularly, particularly after using the toilet and before eating 
 avoid spreading infections to others by staying home if they are unwell 
 cover a cough or sneeze with a tissue. 

We seek your support through monitoring your child/ren’s health and if they are displaying any symptoms of illness, please 
keep them at home until the symptoms clear.  While it is unlikely that we will have positive cases of Covid in our local 
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Diary Dates 
 

February 
1st   6/7 Aquatics 
2nd   6/7 Aquatics 
8th   R/1 Aquatics 
9th   2/3 Aquatics 
10th  6 – 9 Girls Cricket 
11th   Year 8 and 10 Immunisations 
12th    4/5 Aquatics 
16th   Student ID Photos 
17th  MDS R – 12 Acquaintance Night 
23rd   MDS Governing Council AGM 
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community, our population is far more mobile than we were last year and we would rather be safe than sorry.  I think the 
Public Health term used is ‘an abundance of caution’! 

Next week, a Minlaton District School QR code will be in operation and we ask anyone entering our school grounds to 
scan our code with the mySA GOV app.  Codes will be displayed in the Front Office for visitors, and also at the school gates 
and outside primary classrooms for morning and afternoon drop off/pick up.  We are delighted that the Department has 
confirmed that SA Health has given permission for volunteers to once again work in schools.  If you would like to support 
the learning that is happening in classrooms please speak to your child’s CG teacher in the first instance or the appropriate 
sub-school leader.  Of course at all times adults in the school environment will be asked to maintain 1.5m social distancing 
and the one person to every two square metres rule will apply.   

Over the next couple of weeks students will be introduced to our new Student Leadership structure which we hope will 
provide greater scope for more students to demonstrate and develop leadership skills. Two leadership tiers, overall School 
leadership and House leadership will require students to prepare a written application with a selection process; this will 
get underway next Monday.  In 2021 we are introducing Student Wellbeing Ambassadors to our school, in response to 
student requests to have the opportunity to support others in a formal capacity.  This will provide further opportunity to 
have students take on responsible roles within our school which will assist them to develop skills in positive citizenship.  
We will also encourage students with a particular passion or interest to establish ‘Special Interest Groups’, for example 
an ‘Environmental Action Group’ or a ‘School Promotions Group’ and join with their peers to take action in a particular 
area of focus.  Students who undertake any of the above positions within our school will have their contribution recorded 
for their School Achievement Record and possible future SACE recognition through credit toward a community learning 
unit. 

In addition to our students involving themselves in opportunities to participate more actively in school life, I also 
encourage parents and carers to become involved in the governance of our school and attend the MDS Governing Council 
AGM which will be held on Tuesday February 23rd at 7.30pm.  All are welcome to attend the AGM and hopefully some of 
you might even nominate for a position on the 2021 Minlaton District School Governing Council.  We have several 
vacancies this year and look to bolster our numbers with new faces.  At the end of this newsletter you will find a 
nomination form to be returned to school by Friday February 19th.  Our meetings are usually on Tuesday evenings twice 
per term (day and time to be confirmed by the incoming GC at the AGM).  I look forward to seeing some new faces (and 
of course those gorgeous familiar faces too) on the 23rd.  

A gentle reminder to all families who drive students to school.  As you approach the school entrance, please slow your 
vehicles!  The speed limit approaching the school is 25km per hour when children are walking on the adjacent footpath.  
Once children have entered the crossing area marked by the orange flags, all vehicles must stop behind the white lines to 
allow children to cross the crossing.  On occasion our local police officers have been known to visit the approach roads 
before and after school to provide some ‘reminders’ to drivers.  When in the car park, please ensure that you maintain a 
low speed and check before reversing – some of our little children are very difficult to see and in their excitement to get 
to where they are going, can forget to check for moving vehicles.  Please help us to keep all of our children safe as they 
arrive and leave the school.  

Sorry this has been such a long winded newsletter item to start the year but there was a lot to tell you.  If I haven’t covered 
something you need to know about, please contact your child’s CG teacher in the first instance and then sub-school 
leaders or Greg Hackett or myself.  It’s always a busy and exciting time in schools at the beginning of a new year, and we 
all want to ensure that everyone has a smooth start.   

Welcome aboard the 2021 MDS Express – have a great year! 

Ali 

STOP PRESS:  The Minlaton District School Community Library is a finalist in the 2020 Jim Crawford Award for 
our Minlaton StoryTime.  Candy will be representing us at the Award Ceremony next Thursday – keep your fingers 
crossed! 
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FREE STUDENT EXCHANGE 

LIVE ONLINE INFORMATION SESSION 

FOR STUDENTS & FAMILIES 

Meet our staff, hear comprehensive information on all aspects of exchange, find out 

about discounts and scholarships available and ask questions. 
 

Tuesday, 9th February at 8pm 

Wednesday, 17th February at 6pm 

 
Register now 

 

Visit studentexchange.org.au/info-sessions/ 
or call 1300 135 331 for more information 

 

MDS Reception Students, 2021 
In order Left to right. 
Standing Back Row: Rory Bray, Nate Shearer, Judd Weir, Rhett Williams, Mitchell Cook, Nate Redding, Kira Lennerth, George 
Preedy, Harry Bray 
Seated Middle Row: George Kemp, Will Kemp, Eddie Simons, James Mahar, Ayla Cranwell, Maggie Cock, Levi Judd, Bailey 
Smith, Lilly Cowling, Harper Maywald 
Seated Front: Kyden May, Oliver Peachey, Billy Spiers, Jesse Jones, Josie Cook 
  
 

https://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2dnc1b1/2912582/I7XneIvIWHMo4i0Oi4VEKZYWAs8BlBFdHdjU9MRd.html
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  Minlaton District School Governing Council 

2021 Nomination Form 

 

I ………………………………………………………………………(FULL NAME) 

 

of …………………………………………………………………….…(ADDRESS) 

 

NOMINATE: 

 

..………………………………………………………………………(FULL NAME) 

 

of …………………………………………………………………….…(ADDRESS) 

 

to be elected as a member of Minlaton District School Governing Council. 

 

I ………………………………………………………………………(FULL NAME) 

 

of …………………………………………………………………….…(ADDRESS) 

 

……………………………………………………………….…(EMAIL ADDRESS) 

 

accept the nomination and hereby declare that: 

I am not an undischarged bankrupt and do not receive a benefit of the law for the relief of insolvent debtors, 

I have not been convicted of any offence of dishonesty, or of a sexual nature involving a minor, or of violence against a 

person. 

I understand that should I be declared bankrupt, receive a benefit of the law for the relief of insolvent debtors or be 

convicted of any offence listed my membership of Minlaton District School Governing Council will cease. 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………….. Date: …………………………………………….. 
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MDS Uniform Shop 

Zoe Weir, Business Manager 

2021 WINTER JACKETS - Price to be confirmed (approx. $65.00 - $70.00 inc GST) 
The 2021 order for school jackets will be placed on Monday 8th February 2021 (Week 3 Term 1).  As we are unable to carry 
surplus stock, we require an expression of interest to enable us to order a realistic number and appropriate sizes.   

Placing the order at the start of Week 3 will ensure delivery in time for the cooler weather. 

Please complete the request form below. Unfortunately, if not requested now, you will miss out & have to wait until 2022. 

  

2021 HATS - We now have new bucket hats with the house colours inside. Available for purchase on QKR! Or come in and 
purchase through the Book Room.  If you are new to our school and aren’t sure what House Colour your child is, please call 
up and ask. Size S, M & L - $15.50. I also have a few Size small in the previous style available at $10, until SOLD out! 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2021 WINTER JACKETS  

REQUEST FORM 
Sizes: 6  8  10  12  14  16  S  M  L  XL  XXL  XXXL 

Student Name Size Quantity 

   

   

   

   

 

Please complete and return to Zoe in the Finance Office no later than Thursday 04 February 2021. 
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Senior School Report 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

I'd like to give a warm welcome to the 2021 school year for all Senior School students and their families. By the time you 
read this, studies will be well under way in most subject areas across the entire Senior School, from year 10 through to year 
12. 
 

Firstly I'd like to extend a sincere congratulations to the MDS Year 12 class of 2020. The group achieved great results, which 
were a true reflection of their hard work over the course of their schooling, especially in light of the disruptions caused by 
COVID. Our Dux was James Way, who achieved an ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) of 91.05, followed by Eibblin 
Churchill with an ATAR of 88.95 and Jesse Stanley with 82.00. Further details on student post-school pathways will follow 
in upcoming newsletters. In addition, MDS achieved a 100% SACE completion rate for all eligible students, an absolutely 
fantastic achievement! 
 

Of equal importance, in 2020 significant numbers of students undertook studies in Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
and Australian School Based Apprenticeships, all of which contributed to individuals SACE results. 50% of our senior students 
in 2020 had elements of vocational studies contribute towards their SACE, including 16.67% who used this to complete their 
SACE. In 2021 many students are opting to combine their school studies with valuable training in the VET area. Should you 
wish to find out more about the VET and Pathways offerings, please make contact. 
 

As students move through Senior School, expectations and work requirements become far more stringent. Teachers in all 
subject areas will have explained the specifics to the students, but should you wish to have additional information about 
this then I invite you to email your child’s teachers (staff email details are available on the school website); the teachers will 
be happy to provide you with all the information you require including work requirements, programs of work, task sheets 
and due dates. 
 

Please feel free to contact me should you require clarification on Senior School matters. You can phone me at school on 
88532 346 or contact me via email at glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au 
 
 

From the Library 
Rick Cook, Teacher/Librarian 

Welcome to the 2021 school year everyone! A special welcome to our new MDS students and a reminder that you need to 
fill out your library enrolment card (and sign on the back!!) and return it to us or your teacher as soon as you can (the card 
is in your enrolment pack - see us if you need a replacement). Once set up with a library card students can borrow from our 
collection as well as having access to the statewide public libraries physical and online collections. Our new primary students 
will have weekly library borrowing lessons. Engaging in regular borrowing of books for pleasure is critical for students 
development as readers, so getting them registered to borrow as soon as possible is really important. The same applies for 
our new Middle and Senior students (many of whom also have regular library times arranged by their teachers).  
 
Students in years R-2 will need to bring a library bag or their reading folder with them in order to borrow. Older students 
are also encouraged to do this but are given the extra responsibility of looking after their books if they do not have a bag. 
Please assist your children in regular borrowing and returning so that they can make the most of the resources available to 
them. From time to time we may ask your child to return (or pay for if they are lost or damaged) their overdue items before 
they will be allowed to borrow more.  
 
The library is open during recess and lunch breaks and is a great 'safe place' for students to come and hang out. Sadly, due 
to the COVID situation, our games and toys are not available at the moment but we look forward to the day when we can 
roll them out again! Keep turning pages everyone!  
 
Mr Cook, Candy and Kirsty 
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