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The end of week 3 already things are ramping up as we get into the business part of the term.  Year 12 students who are 

doing courses requiring external exams are busily swatting up preparing themselves for the next couple of weeks.  Last 

Friday morning the traditional farewell breakfast meant a much earlier alarm for some, but the bacon and eggs were 

apparently worth the pain.  We wish our Class of 2020 all the very best as they make their way into the world, and look 

forward to celebrating the end of their school commitments with them at the Year 12 Celebration once exams are complete.  

For the remainder of the school it’s business as usual.  Year 10 and 11 students can see the light at the end of the tunnel, 

with four weeks of ‘classes’ remaining and Work Experience their final commitment for the year in Weeks 8 and 9.  Senior 

School parents, please ensure that you read Glen’s senior school news later in the newsletter for important dates and 

expectations.   Middle School students are enjoying their second rotation of Personal Interest subjects and are eagerly 

anticipating camp in Week 8 while Primary classes (and their teachers) are busily preparing their Oscar winning 

performances for our end of year Presentation Film. 

As explained in an earlier newsletter, this year’s end of year celebrations will be a little different to those in the past to allow 

for the necessary Covid restrictions; with two events planned to acknowledge our students’ achievements. The first will be 

an invitation only event for the graduating Year 12 class and award winners from Years 3 – 11.  Each student will be able to 

invite two adult guests to this evening on Thursday November 26th at the Minlaton Town Hall which will keep us below the 

threshold for numbers attending under our Covid-Safe plan.  The second event will occur during the final week of the year 

in the form of a family picnic on the evening of December 10th to which all families will be invited.  At this event, with 

appropriate social distancing on the oval, we will play our ‘virtual presentation night’ inclusive of all award winners and the 

primary class presentations on a huge blow up screen. Families will be invited to bring their picnic baskets, rugs and chairs 

and enjoy and entertaining evening.  Fingers crossed that we will have perfect weather on the night. 

This week we began the first of the transition visits for our 2021 Reception students. We have a large group of receptions 

beginning in 2021, and it was wonderful to welcome them and their parents to our school on Wednesday morning.  Starting 

school is a significant event in the lives of our children, and significant too for our parents, whether this be the first, another 

or the last of their children to begin at ‘big school’.  The transition process continues for another three weeks each 

PH: (08) 88532346 FAX: (08) 88532531 EMAIL: dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au 
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Diary Dates 
 

November  2nd – 4th Yr 11 Aquatics  

   2nd Tennis – Hot Shots Yr3/4 

   2nd Yr 10 Outdoor Ed High Ropes 

   4th Reception Transition (until lunchtime) 

   10th Yr 6-9 Girls Cricket 

   11th Yr 8 Immunisations 

   11th Reception Transition (until lunchtime) 

27th STUDENT FREE DAY 
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School Sport SA Secondary Teams Stableford Golf Championships 

Craig Fitzgerald 

On Monday 19th October, Harry Wilson, Josh Wilson and Lachlan Coombe travelled to Adelaide to participate in the School 

Sport SA Secondary Teams Stableford Golf Championships. The boys represented Minlaton District School at the event that 

was held at North Adelaide Golf Club. The boys performed very well on a difficult course with narrow fairways and tricky 

greens. The stableford scores included Lachlan on 24 points, Josh with 26 points and Harry with a very impressive 32 points. 

The MDS team finished with a combined 82 stableford points. Henley High were the winning school with 102 stableford points. 

A special thanks to Peter Wilson for his efforts in transporting the students across to Adelaide for the event and using his 

incredible golf knowledge to encourage the students throughout the day. 

 

                                                            

Wednesday to allow the children to get to know our school, daily routines and their teachers.  We welcome both the children 

and their families and look forward to working with them all in the coming years.  

In what has been a mammoth lead up, the gym refurbishment is finally about to commence, so look out for the fencing and 

builders compound being constructed next week with lots of action, hard hats and high viz vests.  We are looking forward 

to working once again with GCJ Builders who were responsible for the construction of our senior learning building.  It will be 

great to finally have a gym with a roof that doesn’t leak. 

We are in the midst of planning for 2021 with class configurations being determined, staffing underway and the finalisation 

of student subject selections in the senior years.     

I am delighted to announce the following positions for 2021 and beyond.  Greg Hackett has been appointed to the Deputy 

Principal role; Barb Agnew the Primary Years Coordinator and Glen White our Senior Years Coordinator. Congratulations to 

Tasha Bedding who has won a leadership role at Yorketown Area School overseeing Year 7 – 12 and Wellbeing.  

Ali 
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Yr 10 Outdoor Education Adventure Camp 

Craig Fitzgerald 

The Year 10 Outdoor Education class participated in a 4-day adventure camp from 20th-23rd October. The students spent 3 days kayaking 

along the coast line from Corny Point to Point Souttar before a walk to Point Turton on the final day. Over the course of Term 3, students 

have been preparing for the trip. The camp provided a variety of outdoor activities that assisted the students to develop their appreciation 

of the outdoors and enhance their enjoyment of the natural environment.  Other goals of the camp included improving teamwork,  

application of safety considerations, organisation and self-reliance. The adventure camp required students to be ‘independent, self-

contained and self-reliant’, in that each student organised their own equipment, and were responsible for their own food, cooking and 

shelter. Students worked in small groups developing skills including leadership, problem solving, navigation, preparation and planning, 

and environmental empathy. Overall, we were very lucky with the weather and all students worked well together throughout the trip.  

Thanks to Port Vincent Aquatics Centre for supporting the students with the three days of kayaking, Tom Anderson for cutting some wood 

for us and also to Minlaton Auto Centre for donating the ice for the trip.  

Student comments –  

Jordan Chappell - On the trip I had a blast I would rush back and do it again in a heartbeat. I learnt so much and will never forget what I 

have learnt and had some excellent experiences on the trip. I had a great sleep and everything went well. 

James McSkimming - The trip was fun because we got time away from school and learnt to cook by ourselves and interact with some 

people that we don't usually hang out with. The instructors were great and taught us a lot about kayaking and safety on the water. 

Lachlan Reade - The camp was a great success and I had an awesome time. The hardest part of the trip was the first day. The last day was 

the best as we got to see lots of dolphins and weave in and out of the rocks 

Saxon Underwood - The trip was a change compared to the norm, it put our physical capabilities to the test. My favourite part of the 

camp was seeing a new born dolphin in the cove we had stopped at. The most difficult part was kayaking into the wind while trying to 

keep ourselves on course. I learnt a lot about how weather worked. 

Jonny Wimpenny -The trip was a good experience especially since we weren't used to the environments surrounding us. Our kayaking 

skills increased significantly which was great because we learnt new things as the trip went on. My favourite part was kayaking along the 

rocks and into the tight spaces because it challenged us, but it was also different to kayaking just in a straight line over a long period of 

time. 

Matthew Walsh - The trip was very, very painful. It was fun and I would recommend it. 

Scott Horn - The camp was gnarly. My favourite part was when we had to kayak through the rocks and try not to hit them. The most 

difficult part was to cook our food using the trangia. Something that I learnt was not to believe anything Charlie Longbottom says. 

Cooper Newbold - The Outdoor Ed Camp was a great experience. I enjoyed kayaking on the last day because we had to negotiate our way 

through tight and shallow rocks, we were forced to use all of the skills we learnt the previous 2 days. The hardest part was trying to sleep 

because we were given really thin blow up mattresses. 

Harry Gray - Overall, I think the trip was fun and a great experience, as we had to plan and make our own meals at night. My favourite 

part of the camp was the last day of kayaking as it was easy going and we had to weave between rocks. The most difficult part was 

definitely the first day of kayaking, as we had to paddle for 4-5 hours. I learnt not to listen to the instructors at times, because they will 

trick you. 

Mav Harper-Zerna - Although the trip was exhausting it was worth it because it was very fun and educational. I learnt a lot of things that 

I can use for future camps that I want to go on. Parts of kayaking were tough because we were paddling into the wind. 

Jordan Minks - I enjoyed being able to hang out with the class for a few days while refreshing my skills on how to kayak. I found that the 

whole camp was a positive experience and there was no negatives that I brought back with me. 
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Book Week at MDS 

Rick Cook Teacher/Librarian 

Week 2 was Book Week at MDS and always it was celebrated with a range of challenges, games, general mirth and hilarity and of course 

our much anticipated dress up day. The theme this year was ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’ but we at MDS are not ones to st ick too 

closely to a theme and students (and staff) came dressed as a whole range of different things. During the parade the judges had their 

work cut out for them trying to pick winners for the lucrative canteen vouchers – many thanks to Mrs Agnew and Jeremy for making the 

tough calls! Well done to all who dressed up and especially to the lucky winners who are listed below. 

As well as this we ran daily lunchtime competitions including ‘One fish, two fish red fish, you fish’, ‘Wordy Birdy’, ‘Pin the tail on the 

Wonky Donkey’ and the hotly contested ‘Slug Race’. There was also a daily ‘Animal Word Scramble’ competition in which students had 

to pick the animal from the jumbled up letters of its name. Well done to all of the winners who took home a brand new book of their 

choice from the prize shelf. 

Dress up Day Winners: 

R/1 Coe – Sid, Henry, Dusty, Macy, Skylah, Rubi H. 

1/2 Cox – Owen, Ollie, Lenny, Lincon, Willow, Rubee. 

2/3 Reynolds – Halle, Harry D, Jaxon E, Will M, Naida, William C, Archie. 

3/4 Hills – Saxon, Josh, Carolyn, Georgina, Charlie P, Brianna W. 

4/5 Agnew – Brigette, Isobel, Edward, Mackenzie, Mia, Flynn, Ivy. 

Keep turning pages everyone! –Mr Wolf (Cook) 
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Primary News 

Barb Agnew, Primary Coordinator 

Kindy Transition  
The children from the Minlaton District Early Learning Centre who will be attending MDS in 2021 began their transition program yesterday. 
The 26 kindy children spent the morning learning about our school and enjoyed some time with Mrs Coe and Mrs Cox in the R/1 classroom. 
The transition days give them the opportunity to become familiar with the school environment. The older students gave them an 
enthusiastic welcome and they willingly helped the kindy children during the recess break. Everyone is looking forward to the next 3 
transition days which will occur each Wednesday for the next three weeks. 
 
Costumes for ‘Presentation Night’ Video  
The notes have started going home from primary class teachers regarding costumes for the ‘Presentation Night’ video. The filming of each 
class performance will occur during the next 4-5 weeks. The videos of the performances will be played at the Family Picnic on December 
10th.  
 
Reading in Yrs 3, 4 and 5 
Mr Cook conducted a reading surveyed with the children in the Yr 3/4 class and the Yr 4/5 classes. The results showed that the vast 
majority of the students enjoy reading! Many of them discuss books with their peers and make recommendations to others. Many of the 
children find it easy to choose books but there are still quite a few of them who find it difficult to find the ‘right book.’  The most popular 
type of books students like to read are humorous ones and mysteries, followed closely by non-fiction books. The most popular series of 
books they enjoy are the Wolf Girl books, the Bad Guys series and The Babysitters Club graphic novels. These were closely followed by 
the Weirdo and Wings of Fire series. It’s fantastic to see so many of our students reading with enthusiasm and gaining valuable skills and 
knowledge. 
 
Barb Agnew 
Primary Coordinator 
 

Staff Profile - Megan Newby 
by Hamish and Olivia 
 
Name:  Megan Newby  
Position: SSO 
 
Can you tell us about your family? 
In my family there is Mick, Jorja, Jack, Harry and myself. 
 
Why do you like doing SSO work at the school? 
It’s never boring and every day is different. It’s also fun helping out in the classrooms. 

What is your favourite part about working at MDS? 
My favourite part is working with the amazing staff and the awesome students. It is a 
great place to work! 
 
Where did you live growing up? 
I lived in Curramulka. 
 
What do you like to do in your free time? 
I like spending time with my family and friends. Sometimes I like staying 
at home and doing nothing. 
 

 

 

 
 

        
 
 

 

Megan Newby with her family; Mick, Harry, 

Jack and Jorja 
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Senior School Report 
Glen White, senior School Coordinator 

Friday the 23rd of October marked the end of 13 years of schooling for our Year 12 cohort. For some this would have been a sad day, for 
others a happy one; regardless, it is the end of one chapter of their lives and the start of a very exciting new one. We celebrated with 
them at 7.30 last Friday morning with a BBQ breakfast prepared for them by the staff, before giving them some (hopefully) useful 
information about how to rent a place, how to construct a budget, how to register to vote, tax and superannuation, health and 
ambulance insurance and so on – pretty much the very basics of adult life! We wish them all the best of luck for their upcoming exams 
and for whatever adventures the big bad world holds for them after they leave us. 

Year 12 students are reminded that they need to wear school uniform to exams, they must sign in and out at the front office whenever 
they attend school over the next couple of weeks, they must have their Exam Attendance slip with them to enter the exam room and 
that they should ensure they give themselves plenty of time to arrive and prepare before each of their exams.  

Dates for Year 10 & 11 students 

12th November: Last day to finalise and submit Work Experience forms 

24th November: Final day to submit Year 10 & 11 work. 

23rd – 24th November: Year 10 & 11 end of year testing period 

25th – 26th November: Senior School Transition (details TBC) 

26th November: Final day of classes for Year 10 & 11. 

30th November- 11th December: Work Experience (details below) 

It is timely to remind Year 10 & 11 students and parents that the successful completion of subjects currently being studied provides a 
solid foundation for future learning. Therefore, should a student not satisfactorily complete their course requirements in any senior 
subject, they will be ineligible for work experience or exemptions and must attend school where they will be provided with the 
opportunity to successfully complete these subjects in order to move up to the next year level. Should a student be unsuccessful when 
provided this opportunity, then their promotion to the next year level will be closely reviewed.  

Term 4 Work Experience 

End of year work experience for Year 10 and 11 students will be in the 
last 2 weeks of the year: 30th November to 4th December and 7th 
December to 11th December.  All Year 10 and 11 students must 
complete at least one week of work placement during this period, 
however due to the missed opportunity mid-year all are welcome to 
complete 2 weeks. Year 9 students who are over the age of 15 may also 
wish to undertake work experience in the second week. Placements 
must be organised and paperwork must be submitted to the school 
no later than 9am Thursday of Week 5 Term 4 (12th November).  

Work Experience forms are available upon request and students are 
encouraged to drive this process independently; making the necessary 
phone calls and follow up to develop important life skills.  Parents 
should not be organising this on their child’s behalf. 

Once again if you have any questions about Senior School related 
matters, don’t hesitate to call me here at school or send an email to: 
glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au 
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ABC Boating Course is coming to Minlaton. 

If you are 16 yrs or over, and have a desire to get out on 

the pristine waters of YP this summer, this is your 

chance to get your boat license. 

The course can be booked on the ABC Boating SA 

webpage (under SA and courses) 

Cost is $140 per person, once you have passed, your 

boat license if for life. 

The course will be held on Monday 23rd and if needed 

Tues 24th Nov at the Minlaton Senior Citizens rooms, 

Main Street Minlaton. Please arrive at 6pm, course to 

start at 6.30pm-9pm. 

For more information please contact Philippa Coote 

0438522085 
 


