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There was great excitement on Monday morning as students 

arrived to see the steel structure taking shape on the new 

senior school building.  Now that we are out of the ground, we 

should see some strong progress. Despite some wet weather 

during May which interrupted work on the foundations, the 

builders are still confident that they can meet their original 

program completion date.  For those of you who follow MDS 

on Facebook, I have been trying to keep you posted on 

progress.  In other exciting news, Climbing Tree will be making 

a start on our Nature Play areas on the northern side of the 

primary and middle school buildings in August.  Fencing will be 

erected on August 2
nd

 and then it will be all systems go.  While 

our ‘play space’ for students will be somewhat restricted over 
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the course of construction, the outcome will be well worth the short term pain and will feature 

a number of ideas put forward by the students.  

Welcome back to Greg Hackett who returns from some well-earned leave.  We can all just tell 

he is excited to be back!  Our Business Manager Jocelyn Smith is continuing some extended 

leave at this time and her role is being ably fulfilled by Zoe Weir.  We are unsure about Jocelyn’s 

future plans at this stage, so in the interim it will be Zoe’s voice you hear on the end of the 

phone and her smiling face that you see at the Finance window.  Any Finance enquiries can be 

directed to Zoe either via phone 88532346 or via email dl.0781.finance@schools.sa.edu.au.   

Our end of first semester reports were different in format to those you have received in the 

past and I welcome your feedback about our reporting processes over the course of the year.  

Barb has provided some more information about the primary process in her report this week 

and we will continue to seek your comments as we roll through a 12 month cycle with the new 

procedure.  For Middle and Senior school parents, please remember that if you would like 

assistance accessing the Daymap Portal so that you can access your child’s learning progress, 

let us know and we will schedule some information sessions.   

While term 3 is traditionally one of getting our heads down to work and looking forward to 

spring, there are a number of events which will provide welcome relief in the school calendar, 

with Book Week featuring in Week 5 (time to get thinking about costumes for the parade!), the 

conclusion of the Premier’s Reading Challenge in Week 7, a Learning Expo on the Tuesday of 

Week 8 and the MDS Colour Fun Run on the final Wednesday of the term.  There are two 

performances scheduled in there and Dance lessons for our Primary students, plus all the 

other things that make up our rich lives here at MDS.  Keep checking the diary dates each 

fortnight to make sure you don’t miss anything. 

I was delighted on visiting a number of primary classes earlier this week to be inundated by 
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students who have reached reading milestones!  That’s what a wet and wild two weeks of holidays can lead to – lots of 

great reading!  I’m looking forward to handing out stickers and crocodiles over the coming days to acknowledge the 

great reading that’s been happening.  Can I take this opportunity to formally thank all of the parents who reinforce the 

importance of regular reading by their children – I see your comments in the reading logs and know that you value 

this really important life skill for your child/ren.  Thank you.  

Finally, yet another reminder – when travelling toward the school car park from either direction drivers are required 

to slow down to 25km per hour if a young person is walking on the side of the road, and if there is someone between 

the flags at the crossing, all vehicles must stop behind the white lines and allow pedestrians to cross.  On occasion we 

are fortunate to have our local police on hand to monitor speeds of approaching vehicles which we very much 

welcome.  We want everyone, pedestrians and drivers, to get to school safely. Ali 

 

 

 

  

Canteen Closure: Please be advised that the canteen will not operate on Friday August 9th.  All students will need to bring 

lunch and recess with them on this day. 
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SAPSASA Football & Netball 
Josh Coombe 

Late last term, five MDS students - Freddie Wilson, Oscar Parsons, Eleanor Brown, Lucy Mahar and Natalie Horn - 

represented SYP in the annual SAPSASA State Carnivals for football and netball.  

 

Freddie and Oscar were members of the SYP Division 4 team 

who finished 2nd for the week with eight wins and two losses. 

The boys were the masters of coming from behind all week with 

some big finishes enabling many narrow victories. The team 

defeated Murray Mallee, North Eastern, Northern and Para 

Districts by less than a goal. They conquered Whyalla, APY Lands, 

Pirie and Kangaroo Island comfortably, while they lost their last 

two games against Central Eyre Peninsula (the undefeated 

winners) and Playford.  
 

Lucy and Natalie competed in the SYP Division 4 netball team. 

Despite not winning a match for the week, the team had close losses to North Eastern, Murray Mallee and Kangaroo 

Island. Eleanor played in the Division 8 team which won three matches for the week against Murray Mallee, Kangaroo 

Island and NYP as well as falling agonisingly short against Adelaide North East, North Eastern and Western Eyre 

Peninsula.  
 

Congratulations to all of the students for their efforts for the week. They were presented with their SAPSASA 

certificates at last term's assembly. 

 

 

 

Library News 
Rick Cook, Teacher/Librarian 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge is ramping up with the final day for handing in completed 

challenge forms on Friday September 6th (end of week 7). The Challenge involves reading a set 

number of books across the first three terms of schooling each year and students receive 

certificates and medallions in recognition of their achievement, depending on the number of 

years they have completed the challenge. Many of our Primary people have already finished as 

well as a select few from Middle and Senior School. Middle School students have been promised a 

bonus 10 incentive points again this year for completion of the PRC. Students who have not 

finished can get a form from Mr Cook in the Library. Primary students have all received forms at 

the beginning of the year but depending on the class teacher they may be stored in the classroom 

– check with your teacher or Mr Cook if you are not sure. Those who have finished the challenge 

have started appearing in superhero form on the walls of the Library. This fits with the theme of 

Book Week this year - ‘Find your Superpower’. 

Speaking of Book Week, we will again be celebrating this occasion with a dress up day some time 

during week 5. Given the Book Week theme this year we will be dressing up as superheros and 

villains. Please don’t feel you’re limited to existing characters here – get creative and make your 

own up if you like. As always there will be prizes for outstanding costumes, but the focus is on 

everybody celebrating reading and books and having a good time. 
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Primary News 
Barb Agnew, Primary Coordinator 

Semester 1 Reports 

The reports went out on the last day of term 2. Staff hope you all had time to sit down 

with your children to look at the reports and talk about their achievements. The new 

Work and Social Skills form would have been a great place to start some conversation. In 

future these Semester 1 reports will be given out at a Parent/Teacher/Student interview 

(Learning Conversation) at the end of Term 2. These interviews will replace the ones we 

normally have at the end of Term 1. We believe that the Learning Conversations will be 

beneficial when handing out the reports, as valuable discussions can be had concerning 

each student’s results. At the end of Term 1, instead of the interviews there will be an 

Interim Report and the opportunity for teachers or staff to request interviews as 

needed.  
 

Dance 

Dance lessons will start next week for the R-5 students. Once again, we have an 

instructor from Footlight coming in to take the lessons. This year RIF Funding is able to 

cover the entire cost of the dance lessons, which is fantastic. The lessons will begin next 

week, and the students will have one lesson a week for the next 5 weeks. They will learn 

a variety of dance styles in this time. It’s great that the students have the opportunity to 

learn from such an experienced and competent dance instructor. 
 

Cyber Safety 

The Year 5 class have begun to learn about the basics of Cyber Safety. There is a great 

website available for parents, children and educators. The site gives information about 

how to be safe online, how to deal with cyber bullying and even discusses screen time 

for children. The education resources/classroom resources are also worth a look if you 

are interested. The Year 5 students have watched the following video and have thought 

about how to create a safe ‘eHouse’ for them to function online.  

https://esafety.gov.au/parents 

 

https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/classroom-resources/act-esafe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Awards 

Mrs Coe 
Ella Hardy 
Lincon Agnew 
Evie Thomas 
Bella Weir 
Lenny Slade 
Evelyn McDonnell 
 
 
Miss Webb 
Cooper Battersby 
Harry Dale 
Archie Cook 
Naida Coe 
Chloe McIntosh 
Charlie Borgmeyer 
 
 
Miss Hocking 
Alexander Redding 
Brianna Warrior 
Marlie Jeffrey 
Angus Liebelt 
Nicholas Preedy 
Charlie Phillips 
 
 
Mrs Pritchard 
Angus Coote 
Isobel Cook 
George Bennett 
Logan Arbon 
Dusty Mullen 
Ivy Cranwell 
 
 
Mrs Agnew 
Tyrone Brown 
Lily Wildash 
Alice Polkinghorne 
Axyl Williams 
Charlotte Burke 
Dakota Jones 
Matilda Cook 
 
 
 
 

 

School Jackets 

Hi Families, 

 

I finally have a jacket update for you all! The jackets are currently being 

remade and we should see them arrive in the next couple of weeks. You are 

welcome to keep your old jackets.  For those of you who have previously 

returned jackets, you are welcome to come and collect from my office 

whenever you like if you have use for them. 
 

I look forward to letting you know when the new jackets arrive. 
 

Regards, Zoe Weir 

 

 

https://esafety.gov.au/parents
https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/classroom-resources/act-esafe
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Middle School Update 
Greg Hackett, Middle School Coordinator 

Hi all, 

I’ll go out on a limb and presume that I have been missed during my absence.  This sadness would have been off-set 

somewhat by the good work of Mr David Buckley during last term.  I thank him for filling my position as well as the rest 

of the MDS middle-school staff that have supported him. Now that I’m back, we can resume our normal course and 

hopefully accelerate down the home-straight towards our end of year goals. 
 

Personal Interests -  

All students and parents will be no-doubt aware that PIs have started again for semester two, and we are quietly 

excited about some of our PI offerings and trust that students are too.  I would like to remind all stakeholders that all 

PI subjects are ‘real’ subjects that are linked to the Australian Curriculum.  They are assessed by our regular 

assessment methods and students are expected to treat these subjects with the same regard as they would any 

regular subject.  It is not ‘play time’, even though some of the learning activities may not be representative of the 

‘traditional’ classroom style. 
 

Goal Setting and Growth Mindset -  

Last term saw semester one reports go home, along with each students’ learning reflection for the term.  I will again 

be spending some time with each class in the beginning of this term to look at their next round of goal setting and see 

how they may wish to address results and feedback from their reports and assessed tasks into their new goals for 

term three.  I encourage you all to discuss these with your child and work through some of these together. 
 

May I remind parents that it is extremely important that everyone understands the mindset message in order for 

students to get the best from their educational opportunities.   
 

Workload, Rigour and Learning –  

Schoolwork is just that; work.  It does take effort, time, motivation and engagement.  Teachers are constantly working 

to get the balance of challenging work/rigour/fun/engaging-learning correct.  It is one of the more challenging 

balancing acts of this job.  Like all things of this nature it requires compromise and therefore reflection and review.  

We feel that on-balance, this is done well throughout our sub-school. 
 

Term 2 Recognition Scheme Winners –  

Hearty congratulations go to Eleanor, Lucy, Henry, Layla, Cooper, Jessica, Joe, Mia, Shineah, Brice, Shorna, James, 

Macey, Saxon and Mavrik. 
 

The Recognition Scheme is designed to reward students who are displaying exemplary behaviour, striving for 

excellence in their work and acting as positive role models in their classes.  All points gained also contribute to the 

‘House Shield’ at the end of the year.  Well done everybody; great to see a few new names featuring this time. 
 

Parent Contact - 

As you know, I am always more than happy to discuss matters with parents and welcome any questions concerns or 

feedback.  Please contact me via the school to arrange a meeting or email me via the addresses provided on the 

school website. 
 

Here’s to another productive and enjoyable term! 

 

Kind Regards,  

Greg Hackett  

Coordinator – Middle School 

 

Thank you – Blue Lime Café, Stansbury 
 

I would like to acknowledge the support of Lee from Lees' Blue Lime Cafe Deli 

at Stansbury for ordering 2000 straws for the Alternative week program at 

MDS. They were used to make model shed trusses which were put under load 

until they failed.  
 

The students learnt some practical lessons about truss design and 

construction. Many thanks to Lee and the Blue Lime Cafe.     Nick Player 
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Senior School Update 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

Welcome back to Term 3! I trust that everyone had a restful holiday break and has come back re-energised and ready to 

tackle the upcoming term with renewed enthusiasm. There is quite a bit on this term, with a bit of a summary below. 

This term many Year 12 students will be undertaking External Assessments as a course requirement. This is a 

particularly vital part of many subjects as it serves as the exam, is worth 30% of the total grade and is marked external to 

MDS. I would urge all Stage 2 students to ensure that you use your time effectively during these assessments and don’t 

leave things until the last minute. 
 

Drafting of student work 

As we move into the second semester it is important to remind our senior students about the drafting requirements at 

senior school level. Drafting of student work is non-negotiable and a proven way to ensure that student work is as good 

as it possibly can be. It is also a requirement for SACE students in order for teachers to be able to verify that the work is 

the student’s own.  Each subject teacher will set a specified date for submission of a full, completed draft; if a student 

does not meet that date, the final piece of work will not be considered for assessment.  
 

Plagiarism is a breach of SACE assessment rules and if suspected an investigation will be undertaken, which will result in 

penalties applied.  
 

Further information about the manner in which staff and students are required to draft and verify student work will be 

supplied shortly. 
 

Year 12 Learning Conversations 

Student led round table interviews are occurring from next week, on Wednesday 31
st

 July and Wednesday 7
th

 August. 

This is the last formal reporting opportunity for Year 12 students this year, so I encourage all parents and students to 

book an interview time. Students are also reminded that these are student driven interviews and that they are expected 

to be well prepared. Interviews are 15 minutes in duration and due to the number of interviews scheduled we must 

strictly adhere to timelines. If you feel that you require more time then you are encouraged to book a double time slot. 
 

Interviews and Course Counselling 

Dates to be aware of in this term: 

 Interviews with individual subject teachers following semester 1 reports are available upon request 

 Year 12 Learning Conversations will be occurring across weeks 2 & 3 of Term 3, information will be posted home 

in week 1, with all bookings made online. 

 Updated Subject Selection Handbooks will be available online from Week 4 of Term 3 

 Interim Reporting will occur in week 5 of Term 3 

 Subject information and selection evenings  will occur in Week 7 of Term 3, information will be posted home in 

week 5  
 

Year 10 Careers Trip 2019 

Careers Trip is to occur in week 5 of term 3 (19-23 August). If you have not already done so, please make arrangements 

for accommodation for the week, as students do not stay in a central supervised venue. This is a compulsory part of the 

Stage 1 Personal Learning Plan which all Year 10 students undertake in Semester 2, as well as being a significant 

highlight of the Year 10 curriculum. 
 

Monday is a travel/familiarisation day, with the program officially beginning on Tuesday morning. Students are expected 

to travel to Adelaide via their own means, but they will return to Minlaton together on a school chartered bus on the 

Friday. If you missed the information meeting please feel free to contact me for more information. 
 

Once again if you have any questions about Senior School related matters, don’t hesitate to call me here at school or 

email: glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au 
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