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What a strange transition we have had from Term 1 to Term 2.  Many of our 

students began learning from home during Week 8 of Term 1 and by Week 10 we 

consistently had less than 80 students on site (of 271).  With fewer students on site, 

our teachers and SSOs went about the business of designing a remote teaching 

and learning program, investigating new ways of connecting with our students, 

trialling a variety of on-line platforms and working through the contingencies of 

our new world.  The four student free days in Week 11 were extraordinarily useful 

to continue our work and of course many of our teachers continued to develop 

their materials over the holiday break.  Thank you for your support through all of 

this time. 

 

 

 
The decision was made that schools were safe for students to return after the holiday break.  This was a fabulous 

reflection of the way in which our communities have adhered to the restrictions put in place to keep COVID-19 in 

check, and our state appears to have come through the first stage of the pandemic reasonably well.  While the 

health experts are prepared to lift some of the restrictions, it is clear that the pandemic is not yet over, and we need 

to be particularly vigilant in the coming months, and perhaps years, until a vaccine can assure us that we can return 

to what was our ‘normal’ way of life.  

On Monday we had about 65% of the students return to classes, and the numbers have continued to rise 

incrementally each day.  A number of parents have been cautious and their children will be returning next week.  It 

has been wonderful to engage with the kids again…they are certainly enjoying the opportunity to be in class, mixing 

with their peers and getting on with their learning.  We are obviously doing all that we can to minimise transmission 

of illness, through regular cleaning throughout the day and the practising of good hygiene and physical distancing 

where practicable. As per Department, guidelines we ask that adults do not enter classrooms during drop off and 

pick up, and preferably drop off and pick up children at the crossing/car park gate.  It will continue to be our practice 

to contact parents to collect children should they present with cold or flu like symptoms at any time during the day.  

Minimising the transmission of any of the usual winter ailments will certainly support our medical services should 

they be required for an outbreak of COVID-19.  

With some exceptions, it’s business as usual here at MDS.  At this stage we will not have any excursions, camps or 

visiting performances/presentations for the foreseeable future, though there are lots of creative and innovative 

ways that we can experience things from afar that we will be able to tap into.  We don’t want to waste all of that 

valuable learning that we did as staff at the end of last term either, so we will try to incorporate some of the remote 

learning technologies that we had planned into our future programs.  Sometimes being forced into something new 

can have some great benefits, so we’ll look for the silver lining in this situation. 

One of the wonderful things that we have been enjoying, and hope you have been enjoying too, is our Minlaton 

Story Time.  If you haven’t yet seen it, please check out our school Facebook page for our daily story reading.  Our 

staff (and a few brave community members) have put themselves out there to read a range of picture books, and 

our amazing production team of Aaron, Rick, Candy, Kate and Ali have worked behind the scenes editing the 
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material to provide some great stories for our students, young and old.  Many of the primary children have been 

reading along with the story on the screen and using this reading to add to their nightly reading logs – great work kids! 

Without the traditional Dawn Service in townships across Australia, an Anzac story featured on our Story Time on April 

25
th

.  I’m sure many of you, like me, lit candles at sunrise to remember those who have made the ultimate sacrifice so 

that we enjoy the lives we do today.  The accompanying photo shows Yr 9 student William Pointon at his family’s 

commemoration at dawn on Anzac Day – thank you William for this mark of respect.  

Once again, thank you all for your support over recent weeks and months.  Knowing the work put in by the MDS team 

over this time, and hearing that work acknowledged by many parents reinforces to me just how lucky I am to be 

leading this great school.   

Let’s hope that we can all get back to a little more normality in our lives over the coming months, being, of course, 

ever vigilant in maintaining our health and wellbeing!  Take care, and enjoy this rain! 

Ali 

 

Scholastic Book Club  
 

Book club catalogues are now online only. We will not be distributing paper catalogues. 

Visit the Scholastic website to view the virtual catalogues when they are released, head to 
 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/ 
 

The LOOP app (Linked Online Ordering & Payment platform) is an easy way to order the Book Club items online, the 

school & the students will receive some great rewards by ordering through the LOOP app. Issue 3 is now available on 

LOOP! 
 

2020 School Photos 
The date for school photos has been changed to 30

th
 July.  

 

Uniforms 
 Year 12 Jumpers – due in 2 weeks. Final amount will need to be paid before collection.  

 School Dresses – have now arrived and we are fully stocked, new price of $62.50 

 MDS Winter Jackets – for those that have ordered they are still a month or so away, I  

did order a couple extra of every size if anyone has decided they would like one. 

Financial Hardship  
Dear Families, if you are in financial hardship due to the Covid-19 virus, please don’t hesitate to give me a 

call or come in and see me. We will do everything we can here at the school to work through this crazy time 

together. Thanks, Zoe A/Business Manager 
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Lion’s Peace Poster 
Anne Mayadunne, Art Teacher 

 

Well done to the 23 students who took part in the Lion’s Peace Poster 

Contest 2019, ‘Journey of Peace’.  There was a wide variety of images and 

art materials used to present this theme and the work was completed to a 

high standard. The winner was Jack Dale, while Tameah Gates received an 

Honorary Mention certificate. Congratulations to all. A huge thank you to 

all the parents and carers who supported this event. 

 

Senior School News 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

Welcome back to everyone in a very different learning environment that we are used to. I’m not going to use phrases 

such as unprecedented or unheralded, I figure that you have had plenty of these of late! That said these are certainly 

significantly different times for all involved in the school community, and I applaud the fantastic efforts and brilliant 

attitudes of our students, parents and staff over the last few weeks.  

I’ll begin by reassuring our Year 12 students and parents that the SACE Board have been very definite in stating that no 

student will be unfairly disadvantaged and that those students who are eligible to achieve their SACE in 2020 will do so. 

Further, SATAC have also publically stated that those Year 12 students who are seeking an ATAR for tertiary entrance in 

2021 will also be able to generate one from their 2020 SACE results. Professor Martin Westwell, Chief Executive of the 

SACE Board has consistently reinforced how fantastic the teaching community is in South Australia and that he has the 

utmost trust in their professionalism; as a result the evidence of learning that Year 12 students provide may be 

somewhat different this year to previous years but the end result will be the same – students who do the work will 

achieve their SACE and be able to move into their chosen pathways in 2021. 

On a different note there are some adjustments that we will have to make to our term 2 schedules and programs. Over 

the next three weeks we were to have Year 10 and 11 learning conversations; these have been cancelled. Teachers will 

be in contact with students and parents for whom they have concerns within the next 2 weeks. Additionally, all 

excursions and onsite visits have been cancelled for the time being, so our usual visits from all three South Australian 

Universities are on hold until later in the year. We have made the decision to cancel our Term 2 Work Experience 

program for Year 10 students. We hope that Year 10 and 11 students will have the opportunity to participate in Work 

Experience in December once COVID-restrictions are lifted. At this stage our annual year 10 Careers Week is still 

proposed for week 5 next term and we have begun tentatively planning towards this, however it may be in a different 

format this year. More information will follow as it comes to hand. Vocational Learning (VET and School Based 

Apprenticeships and Traineeships) is still being undertaken, and both the school and DfE are working closely with all 

stakeholders to ensure the best outcomes for students who are undertaking these pathways.  

If you have any questions about Senior School related matters, don’t hesitate to call me here at school or send an email 

to: glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au 

Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 
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Aboriginal Message Sticks - An ancient system of communication 
6/7 ENGLISH – Mr Coombe & Mrs Bedding 
 

Traditional Aboriginal message sticks were crafted from wood and were small and easy to carry (between 10 and 30cm).  

They were carved or painted with symbols and decorative designs that conveyed messages and information.  They had 

distinctive marks of the particular group sending the message, as well as the relationship of the carrier to their group. 

This way it could be identified and authenticated by neighbouring groups, and by translators, when the message stick 

was taken long distances and passed from one group to another. 
 

Message sticks were used for announcements of ceremonies, invitations to corroborees, notices, requests, disputes, 

warnings, meetings, marriage arrangements, notification of a family member passing, requests for objects, and trade 

negotiations. 
 

Message sticks have played an important role in the communication between Aboriginal groups across the Australian 

landscape for thousands of years and have survived as part of Aboriginal cultural tradition. 

 
 

Kay Lawrence (Aboriginal Community Education Officer) spent some time with our classes teaching us about message 

sticks, their purpose in Aboriginal culture and how they were used by Aboriginal people to tell stories, communicate and 

represent their individual identity. 
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May the 

Fourth…..be with 

you 

 

Donut Holes 50c 

Yoda Soda $2 

Leia Buns $1 

Hutt Dogs $1 

Available over the counter at 

recess until sold out 
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