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We live in interesting times.  While our community, and our whole world 

are in a state of uncertainty, I want to assure you that MDS is very much 

open for business as usual.  Thank you to everyone who has made contact 

with us to let us know the situation in your family.  Many parents have 

made the choice to keep their children at home and are accessing material 

provided through Class Dojo and Daymap (for Primary and Middle/Senior 

students respectively).  Our school has been using both of these platforms 

for a number of years and we believe we are well placed to deliver to our 

school community.  

 

 

 
The Department for Education have been working diligently to support us in schools to ensure that we 

can provide a continued service for our communities.  We are lucky at MDS that Aaron has upgraded our 

network and systems in recent years and we have a generally stable online environment.  For families 

who do not have internet access at home, or who have limited/sporadic access, I really need to know of 

your situation.  It is likely that we will be able to roll out some specific support to you in the near future.  

In order to gauge the capacity of families at home I would be really grateful if ALL families could 

complete a very short survey – the link is at the end of my article. 

Good communication lines with families is extremely important at this time.  Our regular fortnightly 

newsletters will now be emailed home to all families via the email address that we have for you in our 

contact information.  We will no longer be sending home paper copies.  Our MDS Facebook page will be 

a frequent source of communication, as will Dojo and Daymap; if you haven’t already, please LIKE us on 

Facebook and if you have yet to connect on Dojo or Daymap, please do so.  (If you can’t find/remember 

your login details – give us a ring).  We will endeavour to update our website on a continual basis also – 

but Facebook, Dojo and Daymap will be the most immediate. 

Thank you for the messages of support that we have received from parents and our community, 

recognising and acknowledging the enormous effort our staff are making to provide both face to face 

classes for those students who continue to attend, and providing online learning material for those 

engaging in ‘home’ learning. There is a great deal of uncertainty about the future, and we are trying our 

hardest to maintain a calm and positive environment for our kids, both here at school and online.  While 

the education and wellbeing of your children is of great importance to us here at MDS, I am also very 

much concerned for the health and wellbeing of our staff, and in the coming days will put in place some 

contingencies to ensure that they are not being overwhelmed by requests from parents and students.  I 

know that you will understand and support these measures. 

What can you do at home while your child/ren are engaged in online learning?  Talk to them.  Get them 

PH: (08) 88532346 FAX: (08) 88532531 EMAIL: dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au 
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to explain what they are doing. Encourage them. Provide some routine around ‘school’ learning time.  Our 

teachers have worked hard to provide material for your children, and while we don’t expect you to teach 

it, there is an expectation that children will do some school work every day. There are lots of ideas on the 

internet for ‘other’ things to do with kids at home; the possibilities really are endless. This is an 

opportunity to develop some life learning skills, like cooking, chores around the house, and time to get 

outdoors and be physically active.    

At school we are taking health and safety very seriously.  The Department has provided additional cleaning 

time for all schools, and our cleaners are sanitising surfaces on a daily basis.  Students are being asked to 

wash hands regularly and we are practising ‘social distancing’ in classrooms – the high level of 

absenteeism is certainly assisting us with this measure!  At this stage we have a good supply of most 

essential items, and expect to be able to access hand sanitiser soon.  In the meantime, soap and water are 

our friends. 

As the situation progresses, it is unlikely that we will be able to maintain our canteen service.  Our canteen 

runs on a very tight margin, and with fewer students on site, we are not able to cover our overheads.  We 

hope to keep it open until at least the end of this term; realising it is a valuable service to our families, but 

will advise via email, Facebook and the school website should this cease to be a viable option. 

We have deliberately tried to keep the content of newsletter focussed on the positive, so please enjoy the 

various reports of learning and activities within.  We hope you enjoy the photos of earlier times when 

children were able to be closer than 1.5m from each other!  

Please, if you have any concerns about your child’s education over the coming weeks or months, we are 

here to support you.  Don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Take care of yourselves and your families.  This is an anxious time for us all, but if we heed the very clear 

advice from SA Health and adhere to Government guidelines, we can keep ourselves and those we love 

and care about, safe and healthy.   

Regards, Ali 

Link to ICT Survey below  

– thanks everyone.   

https://forms.gle/bADofMtG6HGTFmJk7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexis Krieg, developing her cooking skills 

 

Bella Weir working on “Reading Eggs” 

Fabulous 

Home 

Learners! 

https://forms.gle/bADofMtG6HGTFmJk7
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Busy week in the Home Ec Room 
Kirsty Campion 

Tuesday saw the Home Ec room abuzz with over 100 orders for pizza. 

Thankyou so much to my student helpers (some were not even Home Ec 

students). A huge thankyou to two parents without whom it would not have 

come together. They wish to remain anonymous but their initials are 

Kimberly Hamilton and Lee Blyth.  

Friday was our celebration of Harmony Day albeit low key as physical 

“togetherness” is on the down low right now. The Year 12 Food and 

Hospitality students did an amazing job working together to plan, organise 

and execute an amazing feast for the staff. Many dishes were prepared from 

an array of international cuisines.  Well done to everyone under unusual 

conditions, having to beg at the supermarket for two packets of chicken…… 

not one of the challenges planned for.  

 

 

  

Aboriginal Group Camp 
Ellen Burford 

In Week 7 some of the students from our Aboriginal Group here at MDS 

ventured to Adelaide for a two day camp. We visited the Lartelare parkland in 

Port Adelaide, of which one of our school families are custodians. This 

inspired us to come up with some new ideas for honouring Aboriginal culture 

and history in our own schoolyard. 

 

We went to several Fringe Festival shows including a batik painting workshop 

where we got to produce our own artwork with Indigenous artist Haydyn 

Bromley. 

That night we attended the Chasing Smoke circus-theatre production in the 

Garden of Unearthly Delights, which wowed us with incredible acrobatics and 

real-life stories about what it’s like to grow up in Australia as a young 

Aboriginal person. The students were really excited to talk to the performers 

and have a photo afterwards. 

The next day we went to the Yabarra light show which was an amazing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

display of Kaurna dreaming and creation stories using impressive light technologies. The take-home message of this 

show was to learn to stop and listen, showing respect for country and people, working towards reconciliation for the 

good of future generations.  

Our last two stops were to the SA Museum – where we had a guided tour of the Australian Aboriginal Cultures Gallery – 

and the University of Adelaide – where we had a quick tour of the campus.  

Needless to say there were a few tired legs after such a full itinerary! But it was a great opportunity to discover new 

expressions of Aboriginal identity and to learn about the stories and cultures of others. And what a fantastic chance to 

get to know each other better. 
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SAPSASA Tennis & Cricket State Carnivals 
Josh Coombe 

Last week, we had eight MDS sporting stars grace the ovals and courts in Adelaide for the SAPSASA State Carnivals in 

cricket and tennis.  
 

Layla Walsh, Eleanor Brown and Lucy Mahar represented SYP in the Tennis State Carnival at Millswood. Playing in 

Division 3, SYP finished in joint 2nd place for the week winning five matches out of the seven for the week.  Layla played 

in the number one position for the week and, by all reports, played some excellent tennis. Eleanor and Lucy shared the 

number six position in the team and enjoyed some successful results and at the same time improved their tennis as the 

week progressed.  
 

The boys' SYP cricket team, containing MDS trio Henry Coote, Kalen Sandercock and James Cook, tackled some 

formidable opposition all week in the Division 3 competition. Matches were held at various venues around Adelaide. 

The team enjoyed a narrow victory against Southern Valley in the first match before losing the next three matches, 

despite being very competitive in each contest. They finished the week in 6th position. This didn't detract from the week 

as by all reports the team thoroughly enjoyed their week together. All three boys made valuable contributions with bat 

and ball during the week.  
 

Keely and Lily Wildash formed a lethal sister duo in the North Eastern girls' cricket team competing in the eight team 

competition as a part of the girls State Carnival for cricket. The team incorporated players from four SAPSASA 

districts.  Like last year, the girls gelled extremely well as a team, winning most of the games to finish the week in 

second place. Keely and Lily put in some notable performances with bat and ball for the week.  
 

I'm sure the students involved have already thanked their parents for their efforts in transporting them to practices and 

the Carnival in Adelaide.  Our high level of SAPSASA involvement as a school can't go ahead without this parental 

support.  
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Primary News 
Barb Agnew, Primary Coordinator 

‘Traffic Lights’  

There will be a letter coming home this week with student academic progress recorded in the 

form of traffic lights. This letter gives a snapshot view of where the children are sitting in 

relation to the Australian Curriculum outcomes. Once the letters have been delivered 

teachers may get in contact with some parents to arrange phone conversations to discuss 

student learning needs and goals. 
 

Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress 

All primary students have been signed up to Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress online 

program. Login details can be found in either their message books or diaries. It is an online 

reading and spelling program for students. On the home page there are the two options, of 

either going into Reading Eggs or Reading Eggspress. The Reception to Year 2 students can 

log into the Reading Eggs program.  The Year 3-5 students can go to the Reading Eggspress 

section. There is a general placement test that they do first. After the test the program takes 

them through a series of reading activities and books. There is a ‘library’ where students can 

visit and they can simply read books online. The spelling part of the program for the older 

students can be found in the English Skills section.  The program also has a lot of other fun 

activities and games. Teachers will be using the program in the classrooms at times, but it is 

especially good for students to learn and consolidate their reading and spelling skills at 

home. All class teachers will be able to monitor student progress online. 
 

Mathletics 

In a similar way to Reading Eggs/Eggspress, the students all have login details for Mathletics 

in their message books or diaries. All but the very youngest students are familiar with 

Mathletics and know how to use it. Teachers are able to set work for the children and 

monitor progress. All tasks are directly related to the Australian Curriculum. There is a help 

button if students get stuck. In each section students need to aim for 85% or higher. They 

have the option to repeat tasks as needed. There is a Live Mathletics section that focuses on 

number facts that students should be able to compete in after finishing set tasks.  
 

Class Dojo 

Class Dojo is proving to be a very useful tool for communication. Please keep up to date with 

what is being posted. Children have had their personal Class Dojo logins sent home and this 

allows them to access their own portfolios where they can put photos of their work or where 

they can upload files. The teacher can then access student work from the portfolios. If you 

have any issues with accessing any part of Class Dojo, please contact your child’s teacher 

through the messages section.  

 

An update from Mrs Hills Yr 3/4’s 
This term in Geography our class has been exploring the different landmarks located around 

Australia.  Students were assigned a research project where they had to choose a significant 

landmark.  They used the iPad's to conduct their research, and recorded this information in 

their books.  Using the information the students created a poster on their significant 

landmark.  Here are some of the posters. 
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Design and Technology in the Year 1/2 class 
Beth Badman 

 

Our class has been working on the technology used in agriculture as food is grown in the paddock and following the 

chain of events that lead it to appear on our plate. The class has planted snow peas in the garden. Monday's task 

was to design and make a model trellis that could be copied, in larger form, to be used in our garden for the peas to 

climb. Each student team presented their ideas and the merits of each design were considered by their peers. It was 

exciting to see the team members cooperating and considering each other's ideas. It was a rewarding and fun 

activity. 
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Middle School News 
Greg Hackett, Middle School Coordinator 

Hi all,  

We are taking an opportunity this week to showcase some of the student work on display in the MS building.  I think it’s 

great that staff and students are proud to ‘show off’ their learning, and that they are producing some high quality 

products.  Thanks to Tina for her science write-up this week; again, some quality learning experiences for our students. 

Middle School Camp  

Hi all, at this stage we have had ‘the right’ number of Year 6/7 students return notes to say that they are ‘super-keen’ to 

attend the Illawonga camp.  Unfortunately, the level of interest has not been the same amongst the 8/9 cohort with 

around 20 students still yet to return forms.  Given our current situation, it would be great if I could get something in 

writing from the remaining families, whether it be via email, text, handwritten note, or a message via front office.  

Again, please allow me to remind all families that MDS is able to support families with genuine financial issues to allow 

students to access this valuable learning opportunity.  Please contact me to CONFIDENTIALLY discuss these matters if 

you would like to know more. 

Please contact me if you have anything to discuss, information to clarify or questions to ask. 

Sincerely,  

Greg Hackett, Coordinator Middle School   
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Senior School Update 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

As Ali mentioned earlier, we are certainly working in uncharted territory at present; however our senior school students 

are currently doing an amazing job of demonstrating their learning in a range of ways. Reading through both Kirsty and 

Kate’s articles shows the amazing stuff our students are doing. Below are a couple of pictures that I took this morning to 

show that whilst operating in a different manner, our kids are still actively engaged in their learning. Well done all! 

 

As always if you have any questions about Senior School related matters, don’t hesitate to call me here at school or 

send an email to: glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

 

Science - Body Systems 
Tina Slaby 
 

Year 8 and 9 students have commenced learning about Body Systems in Science. To show what they already know, 

they were asked to trace a chalk body and draw the organs in. Students then compared what they thought with a 

diagram of the internal organs and drew another body to compare against. The results were interesting and we all had 

fun outside on a beautiful day! 
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Senior School Spotlight 
Kate Sheppard 

 
On Friday Week 7, the Year 10 class visited the town oval to use our Maths skills. We used tape measures, metre 

rulers, and home made inclinometers to take measurements. Since then we have used these measurements with 

trigonometry and similar triangles and our own method to work out the height of one of the light towers.  
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