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With only three weeks remaining this term, the pace is 

ramping up for our year 12 students who are looking to 

finalise assessment tasks and fulfil the requirements of their 

respective courses of learning.  This week we have held 

meetings for the parents of the cohort of students who will 

be in the senior years in 2020 to provide information and 

assist them to make subject selections.  These selections are 

due to be completed by Friday September 6
th

 to allow us to 

begin the complex process of creating a timetable to meet 

our students’ learning needs for 2020.   

Over the next three weeks most year levels will be involved in 

completing PAT testing in Reading, Maths and Grammar and 
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Punctuation.   These tests, conducted online, provide us with some diagnostic feedback for 

each student about areas of strength and weakness and can be used by staff and students to 

set goals for future learning.  The results of these tests can also be used to triangulate results 

of Naplan for our Yr 3, 5, 7 and 9 students and support us in ensuring that we are tailoring 

learning to suit student needs. 

You would no doubt have seen recent media coverage about Naplan results.  Unfortunately, 

we have not yet received final results of this year’s testing, but hope to have individual 

student reports available for parents/carers before the end of the term.  These will be 

uploaded onto Daymap for future reference and copies sent home with students once they 

arrive.  The format of the information to parents has changed from previous Naplan 

Individual Student Summaries though the information remains the same.  Should you have 

any questions about the Naplan results once you have had a chance to see them, please 

speak in the first instance to your child’s teacher.   

Next Tuesday, September 10
th

, we are holding the second of our Learning Expos for the year.  

This is an opportunity for parents and family members to visit the school and see exactly 

what students are engaged in on a daily basis.  From 2 – 3pm, you are invited to wander into 

classrooms where you can see students engaged in a variety of learning experiences; we 

encourage you to speak to, stop and talk to the students and allow them to explain their 

learning to you.  All parents are welcome in all classes so please don’t limit yourself to just 

your child’s classroom.  While we acknowledge the benefit of students also seeing what’s 

happening in other year levels, we will ask students to remain in their classrooms until the 

last 15 minutes of the Expo to maintain effective learning. 

Families should have all received information about how to sponsor children for the 

forthcoming Colour Fun Run with the last newsletter.  No amount of sponsorship is too small 

and we are encouraging all to use the online registration and payment method to minimise 
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issues around students having to bring money into school.  If you have not received your information package, 

please contact Shan at the Front Office and we will get another pamphlet to you.  Students are vying for House 

Points through their participation in the Fun Run – the number of online registrations per house, the amount raised 

per house and the number of ‘laps’ of the course per house.  Don’t forget to get children organised with a white T-

shirt to allow them to fully appreciate the ‘colour’ aspect of the run!  While we would love all students to participate 

in the fundraising aspect of the run, we appreciate that not all will have the capacity to do this, and it is not 

mandatory to gain sponsorship to be involved – we want to keep the FUN in fundraising!  Money raised through the 

Fun Run will be added to our fund for the refurbishment of the school gym.  The MDS Governing Council has given 

permission to begin consultation with the architect to provide concept drawings for the refurbishment.  We 

envisage the whole process will be concluded in 2021 and look forward to having a gym that doesn’t leak! 

Meanwhile our current activity around the school continues to progress well.  All of the wiring for data and power 

and the ducting for air conditioning has been installed in the new building and was checked by the mechanical 

engineer this Tuesday, so now the internal cladding will commence and the external cladding finalised.  We are still 

on track for this project to be completed mid-November and so will soon begin the exciting part of selecting 

furniture for the rooms.  Meanwhile the Outdoor Nature Play space continues to grow!  There is palpable 

excitement from the students (little and big!) as we see the structure take shape before our eyes.  We can’t wait to 

get onto it and hope to incorporate it into the course for our Fun Run! 

With only three full weeks remaining in what has been another very busy term, it is easy for some students to lose 

focus on why we are here and reduce their intensity in relation to giving their very best effort toward their learning.  

As we progress toward a welcome break in October, we need to ensure that we are all focused on maximising 

student outcomes.  We seek parent/carers support in this by making sure that you are aware of what the 

expectations are for your child/ren  for their subjects by reading the newsletter, checking out our MDS social media, 

logging into Daymap or checking Class Dojo and responding to communication from school staff.  As the adults, our 

role is to teach students to become responsible, independent and proactive in their learning; assist them to 

organise and prioritise their schedule, and talk to them about how to manage competing demands.  I look forward 

to a really positive final three weeks of the term. 

Ali 
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Rowan Ramsey Community Awards 
 

This annual award is sponsored by Rowan Ramsey, Federal Member for Grey and presented at Presentation Night. The 

award can be given to a parent, staff member, student (year 6-12) or a member of the community who has demonstrated 

outstanding qualities through involvement in the Minlaton School Community over a period of time and meets the 

following criteria; 

 Displayed a high degree of involvement in school community events or school organisations. 

And/or 

 Made an extra effort for their school community throughout the year. 

A panel comprising student, parent, staff and Governing Council Representatives will select the award winner. If you 

know of a person who meets the above criteria, we encourage you to forward a written nomination, stating name and 

commendation to Ali Bogle, Principal by Friday the 27
th

 September 3.00pm.  

Middle School Awards  
The Minlaton and District Lioness Club are sponsoring the following awards for students in Years 6-9. Parents, Staff and 

Community members may nominate Minlaton District School students for these awards.  
 

Lioness Art Award - Criteria:  

• Student displays a high level of commitment and involvement in the Arts 

• Student endeavours to improve their artistic talents 

• Student demonstrates flair in one or more artistic areas including music, dance, drama, visual arts and design  
 

Lioness School Community Award - Criteria:  

• Student displays a high level of involvement in school and community organisations and events.  

• Student brings credit to themselves and the school by their actions both within and outside the school.  

• Student displays leadership qualities and is a good role model for other students.  
 

A person wishing to nominate a student needs to write a letter addressing the criteria for the particular award. A panel 

consisting of a Lioness member, a Governing Councillor or parent and a Middle School teacher will select the recipients of 

the awards. The awards will be presented at Presentation Night. Nominations should be forwarded to Greg Hackett by 

3.00pm on Friday the 27
th

 September.  
 

Year 12 Sports Person Award  
 

Essential Criteria  

• Must be in Year 12  

• Been involved in sport in every year of enrolment (preferably at least in years 10-12) 

• Been involved in a range of strictly school sports (community sport not taken into consideration) 

• Been a consistent or excellent performer at all times in all sports undertaken.  
 

Preferred Criteria  

• Displayed leadership or held leadership positions in sports undertaken and been a role model to fellow students  

• Been an ambassador for Minlaton District School  

• Shown willingness to assist teachers and parents in the set-up, organisation or any other aspects of sports teams/events 

• Displayed all attributes of goods “Sports-person-ship” 

• Upheld school and other codes of conduct at all times 
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Nominations; Students, parents and staff are able to nominate students for this award. The winner will be selected by 

the HPE Committee based on the evidence presented to them on nomination forms. All nominations need to be 

addressed to Craig Fitzgerald (MDS HPE Committee) and submitted no later than 3pm on Friday 27th September. 
 

The winning student will receive a certificate of recognition. The winning student shall receive an award from the 

Minlaton Service Group.  
 

SECONDARY Sportsperson Award  
• Open to male and female students in years 8-11  

• Consistent or high achievement in a range of school sports (community sport not taken into consideration). 

• Positive ambassador for MDS at all times.  
 

PRIMARY Sportsperson Award  
• Open to male and female students in years 5-7  

• Consistent or high achievement in a range of school sports (community sport not taken into consideration). 

• Positive ambassador for MDS at all times.  
 

Nominations can be made by staff, students, parents and community members. All nominations need to be addressed 

to Craig Fitzgerald (MDS HPE Committee) and submitted no later than 3pm on Friday 27th September. 

 

 
 

8/9 Basketball Carnival 
Craig Fitzgerald 

The 8/9 Knockout Basketball Carnival was held on Wednesday 28
th

 

August at the Copper Coast Sport and Leisure Centre (Kadina). The 

Yorke Peninsula teams were made up of students from Minlaton, 

Maitland Lutheran, Yorketown, Ardrossan, Central Yorke, Harvest and 

Moonta. Shineah Goody, Jess Farrow, Jacob Hickman, McCoy Harper-

Zerna, Archie Campion, Mav Harper-Zerna and Rory Hackett were the 

students from Minlaton in the YP representative team. 

 

There were some fantastic efforts throughout the day with some close 

matches. The girls’ team defeated Jamestown and Maitland Lutheran in 

the first two matches, and then lost to Kadina by 1 point in a very 

exciting match. The boys’ side lost to Kadina by 9 points before 

defeating Jamestown. Overall Yorke Peninsula had a great day and the 

students enjoyed the carnival and the opportunity to play with students 

from other schools in the region. Kadina progressed through to the 

next round in both genders. Thanks to Nathan Wright-Baldock, Tyson 

Crowell and Angus Clifford for organising the two YP teams. Thanks also 

to all the parents and family members from Minlaton who supported 

the students with transportation to the event.  
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Local motocross riders Kai Newbold (MDS Student) and Sam Parsons 

(MDS Teacher) have recently finished competing in the SA Motocross 

state Championships. They both proudly finished in First place in 

their respective grades. 

Kai competed in the MX2 Expert class riding his KTM 250 2 stroke 

Motorbike, while Sam competed in the MX2 Intermediate class on 

his Yamaha 250 2 stroke Motorbike.  

The two competed against the best riders in South Australia over the 

series. The competition consisted of 4 rounds of racing which were 

held at Renmark, Keith, Ceduna and Monarto, over the past 3 

months. Each round involved three 15min races spread throughout 

the day, with the points from each race being added towards the 

championship tally.  

Both riders have spent countless hours riding and training, working 

towards these achievements. They both would like to thank Tom 

Anderson for putting in lots of time at training and the races, as well 

as Minlaton Auto Centre for helping out with maintenance costs 

throughout the series. 

 

 

  

Minlaton Motocross Success  
Sam Parsons 

 

Primary News 
Barb Agnew, Primary Coordinator 

Learning Expo 

The Learning Expo is on next Tuesday afternoon from 2pm until the end of the school day. The students have a lot of work to 

show and are keen. Parents are encouraged to come in and see their children’s work and then to have a look at what all of the 

other classes have been up to.  

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) 

The forms for the Premier’s Reading Challenge need to be handed in to Mr Cook in the library by Friday this week. Many of the 

students have completed the challenge at school. There are a few children finishing off some books but the majority of them 

will have the challenge finished for 2019. We are so very proud of the students who make the effort to read 8 PRC books and at 

least another 4 books of their own choice. 

 

Reading Nights 

Many of the children have been reading every week night (or in the case of some of the younger ones, they’ve been read to) 

and it is evident that their reading abilities and love of books has developed. The list of children who have read over 200 nights 

has grown substantially. Ms Bogle has been around to the classes this week handing out stickers and pencils for the students 

who have reached reading night milestones. The students love having her see how successful they have become at reading! 

 

PAT Testing 

The children in Yrs 1-10 are sitting the PAT test over the next few weeks. They will be doing the Reading test this week and then 

in the next couple of weeks they will do a Grammar and Punctuation test and a Maths test. The tests are all done online with 
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Middle School Update 
Greg Hackett, Middle School Coordinator 

Hi all, 

This old chestnut;  
 

Workload, Rigour and Learning: 

This has been said before, but here at MDS we are unapologetic for setting high expectation for our students (and 

therefore staff) across all subject areas.  This is one of the pillars that our school’s fine reputation is built upon.  I 

would like to assure families that all teachers deliver their curricula as per the Australian Curriculum – the 

benchmark for all students across the country for each level and subject taught in Australian Schools.   
 

Schoolwork too, is just that; work.  It does take effort, time, motivation and engagement.  Teachers are constantly 

working to get the balance of workload/rigour/fun/engaging-learning correct.  It is one of the more challenging 

balancing acts of this job.  Like all things of this nature it requires compromise and therefore reflection and review. 

We feel that on-balance, this is done well throughout our sub-school, but we are not complacent. 
 

Parents and students also need to understand that they have a responsibility to maintain their sides of the ‘Effective 

learning triangle’ to keep it as equilateral as possible.  It is only by working together that we can be sure that 

students get what they need from their learning. 

 
 

 
 

the results being sent to the school later next term. The students normally approach them with a calm and focused 

manner, and we endeavour to keep stress levels to a minimum. We find the data we get from the tests useful in setting 

goals. 

 

Performances 

Next week there are a couple of performances for the children. The first performance on Tuesday is for the Yr 3-7 students 

called ‘The Science Show.’ It is all about the nature of water and how we get our potable drinking water out of our taps. The 

second performance is called ‘Let’s Chat Habitat’ and looks at habitats within different environments and how to care for 

them. The students always learn so much from these performances where ideas are presented in a fun, interactive 

manner. 
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Of late, there have again been too many students not submitting work to an acceptable standard or not 

submitting tasks at all.  Parents of students concerned are contacted by subject teachers.  All teachers remind 

students regularly of the expectations around classwork and assessment tasks, but some students seem to ignore 

these reminders.  Here in the MS we are trying to assist students to develop the strong work habits that will 

enable them to achieve success in senior secondary school as well as post-school.  At present we have some 

students who all too easily find excuses to not complete work, and this does not provide a positive outlook for 

their learning.   
 

Again, I encourage families to work pro-actively with our staff to resolve these issues promptly.  I thank those 

parents who have done this when required. 
 

Middle School Learning Conversations:  

Dates have been confirmed for our Term 3 learning conversations, Wednesday 18
th

 and Thursday 19
th

 

September. Again, bookings will open via the school website a few weeks before these dates. As per the last few 

years, these will be student-led conversations within which students discuss their degree of success with their 

goal-setting as well as any other specific learning issues.  Please be reminded that this is not the 'traditional' style 

of discussion with each specific subject teacher.  Parents are invited to contact specific subject teachers if they 

have a particular concern to discuss. 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 
 

Personal Interests: 

More photos attached with this Newsletter! 
 

Parent Contact: 

If you have specific matters for subject or Care Group teachers, please contact them directly.   As you know, I am 

always more than happy to discuss matters with parents and welcome any questions concerns or feedback.  

Contact details are via the school website. 
 

Kind Regards,  

Greg Hackett   

Coordinator – Middle School 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Our Mission 

“To develop children of all abilities by promoting positive attitudes and a 

healthy lifestyle through family and community involvement in athletic 

activities.” 

 Our Vision 

“For athletics to be the foundation sporting activity of choice for all children 

between the age of 3 and 17.” 

SYP little Aths meets on Tuesdays from 4 pm at the Minlaton District 

School Oval during term 4 and 1, please contact Dale : 0487 888 416 or 

visit www.salaa.org.au for more information. 
 

http://www.salaa.org.au/
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Middle School Personal Interest 
 

6-9 Football Around The Globe 

Football Around The Globe PI students have recently completed a four week indoor soccer unit. Students were divided 

into three teams (Chelsea, Liverpool and Manchester City) and competed in the Minlaton Premier League. Each student 

was assigned an individual role as part of their team including captain, coach, fitness coach, skills coach, referee, scorer, 

timer and media manager. Students worked together to ensure they improved their fitness, skill level, game sense and 

decision making throughout the matches. The grand final was held with a celebration BBQ and a presentation with some 

individual and team awards. The Golden Ball winners (best and fairest as voted by the referees) went to Ailin Marshall and 

Mav Harper-Zerna. The Golden Boot (most goals) was awarded to Ailin Marshall with the most assists going to Mav 

Harper-Zerna. Manchester City won the team award (collecting the most points through various skill challenges, warm up 

activities, skill development drills, group theory tasks and a soccer quiz). Chelsea was the victorious team in the grand 

final, defeating a determined Manchester City side. The group are now learning Gaelic Football and International Rules 

Football.  
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Senior School Update 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 
 

As I write this many of our Year 12 students are busy completing External Assessments in a range of subject areas. In 

recent years the SACE  Board have moved away from end of year exams in many subjects, instead using a significant 

piece of student work, completed mainly independently as a means of assessing student achievement. These pieces 

are usually 2000 words in length, with significant planning and drafting also being undertaken, meaning that a 

student will complete approximately 5000+ words of work for one task over 4-6 weeks, often in 3 or 4 subject areas 

at the same time. These are then verified as being genuine student work, packaged and sent to Adelaide where a 

SACE Board assessor will mark the work. The External Component is worth 30% of the total grade in a subject, 

regardless of whether they are an exam or an investigation. 
 

This certainly sounds like a lot of work and it means that our Year 12 students are currently very busy; however there 

is light at the end of the tunnel for them. There are roughly 5 full school weeks left for Year 12s, in fact at the time of 

writing, our year 12s have approximately 30 school days left! Time now to be fully focussed, with study routines well 

set and doing everything possible to ensure you get the best possible outcome at the end of the year. Instructions on 

end of year procedures for Year 12 students will be provided shortly, however it is worth noting that if you are a Year 

12 student who is interested in a University pathway, that the main application round closes on the 30
th

 of 

September.  
 

Year 10 Careers 2019 

Our Year 10 students last week undertook their Careers Trip to Adelaide, investigating a wide range of relevant and 

valuable “real world” learning experiences and having their eyes opened to a variety of potential career pathways. 

There are a selection of photos from the week below, hopefully showcasing some of the great experiences the 

students had over the course of the week.  Students investigated careers in the arts, tourism & event management, 

sports, fitness, health, wellbeing & wellness; hospitality, the emergency services, elite sports teams, the legal system 

and the defence forces.  A personal highlight for me was our visit to Port Adelaide Football Club where Will Northeast 

talked with huge enthusiasm about how fantastic the elite sports industry was as a career pathway and all the 

possible career options available in it. Who would have known that Port Adelaide employ 6 social media managers? 

However, the best feedback is usually from the students, so let’s see what a couple had to say:  
 

“I liked the Port Adelaide Football Club because I am interested in that type of field. I am especially interested in the 

financial side of things”. Lachlan Coombe 
 

“The Careers Trip was a good experience because we had to take public transport and we were shown different 

careers pathways. Tafe, Flinders Uni and Port Power showed me a range of things I’d like to do later in life.”  Harry 

Wilson 
 

Nat Blyth and Madi Bosher both really enjoyed Filnders University; “I loved the anatomy tour at Flinders Uni because 

of the real bones and body parts that are used as part of teaching in that area.” Natalie Blyth 

 

 “I found Flinders Uni very interesting because it was eye opening and gave me more of an idea of what I want to do”.  

Madi Bosher 
 

Elliott Goody enjoyed the visit to the defence force as he is very interested in a career in that area, finding the ADF 

offers fantastic work conditions and entitlements for their employees.  
 

“The best bit about careers week was at Port Adelaide Football Club seeing Hamish Hartlett in his speedos.” Sophie 

Longbottom 
 

I’d like to take this opportunity to give a huge thank you to Stacey Gardner for her tireless efforts in organising visits 

specifically tailored towards student interests, confirming bookings and ensuring that visits are career focused as well 

as arranging preparation of student & teacher materials for the week. The HR manager at the South Australian 
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Tourism Commission (the first visit on the first day) would give you a job as event planner and manager, but I told 

her you were too valuable to us! The trip would not be the success that it is without you, so on behalf of myself 

and all the Year 10 students, from the bottom of our hearts, Thanks!! 
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