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It’s been a busy and very positive start to the school year. 

Governing Council 2020: On Tuesday evening we held our 

Governing Council AGM with the presentation of the Annual 

Report and election of office bearers.  Our GC members for 2020 

are: Richard Way (Chair), Lee Blyth (Secretary), Kimberley Hamilton 

(Treasurer), Carolyn Bennett, Rebecca Brown, Rachel Cook, Shae 

Hender, Carolyn Jansons, Megan Mahar, Rhani Newbold, Steph 

Stubberfield, Debra Sullivan, Kristen Wilson, and staff 

representative Glen White.  Having endorsed both the Annual 

Report and the Financial Reports for the 2019 school year, the 

group were given a tour of the new senior building.  I look forward 

to working with our new Governing Council this year to continue 

 

 

 
to drive our site improvement priorities in addition to our ambitious plans to refurbish the gymnasium and 

continued improvements to our learning environments.  Our Annual Report will be available to all parents 

via the school website at the end of February. 

Acquaintance Night: It was wonderful to see many families taking the opportunity to join us on 

Wednesday evening for our whole school Acquaintance Night.  Having the whole school open on one 

evening with a variety of formats for the different sub-schools was well received by families and staff alike 

and provided a positive opportunity for parents and carers to meet their children’s teachers and explore 

our MDS learning spaces.  We would appreciate your feedback as to whether the evening was of value to 

you and if we should retain this format next year. 

Aquatics: Swimming and aquatics activities are well underway with the 4/5 students being the final 

primary group, and they are off to Berry Bay tomorrow.  We are fortunate to have the team from the Port 

Vincent Aquatic Centre provide their expert support to our students to help them enjoy and remain safe in 

the aquatic environment.   The children have really enjoyed their experiences and no doubt there will be at 

least a couple of dolphin stories to come out of tomorrow’s trip. 

Athletics Carnival: Tom Anderson has been extremely busy preparing the oval for our annual Athletics 

Carnival which will be held on March 6th.   The track has been mown and the lanes and line marking will be 

put down over the next week.  Traditionally we hold the distance races, the 800m and 1500m events, prior 

to the day and we welcome parents and families to support their young people at these events.  See the 

diary dates for details.  Craig and the HPE team work hard to ensure we all enjoy the day, but it does take 

many hands to keep things running smoothly.  If you can assist in any way – in the canteen serving, making 

up rolls, sandwiches and salads in the morning, officiating at an event, or simply moving with a primary 

group to help with events as the children participate, we would be extremely grateful of your support.  If 

you can let us know before the day, how long you can help and what you would be willing to do, it will help 

us to allocate human resources to the places of most need.  As always, the tunes will be pumping and 

requests are welcome prior to the day.  

PH: (08) 88532346 FAX: (08) 88532531 EMAIL: dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

WEB: www.minlatonds.sa.edu.au 

SCHOOL ACCOUNT: (for EFT transfer): BSB/015642  ACC T/217331388 

Diary Dates 

February 

 

14
th
  Yr 4/5 

 Aquatics 

 Berry Bay 

 

18
th
 Student ID 

 Photos 

 

19
th
  Site Finance 

Audit 

 

24
th
 Yr 8/9 

 Aquatics 

 

26
th
 Primary  

Assembly 

2pm Gym 

 

Read, Write 

 Inc Parent 

 Meeting 

 7pm 

 

March 

3
rd

  1500m 

9.00am start 

 

4
th
  800m 

9.00am start 

 

6
th
  MDS 

Athletics 

Carnival  

 

10
th
  Student Free 

Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Students should NOT be walking from the Main Town oval through the car park when arriving at school in the morning.  

There have been several near misses as children walk behind parked cars.  Please use the footpath on West Tce and the 

school crossing.  

mailto:dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.minlatonds.sa.edu.au/
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Student Leadership: At the end of last year we surveyed our students about student leadership at Minlaton District School.  It 

was clear from the results of that survey that our students were looking for more opportunities for leadership within our school, 

and wanted our student leaders to take on a greater mentoring/support role for other students.  In order to provide a model of 

leadership that will serve the needs of our school population and be sustainable into the future, we will spend this term working 

with staff and students to formulate a new leadership structure and process which will be more inclusive of a range of leadership 

skills and styles and provide more opportunities for personal development as leaders.  An interim House Leadership process has 

been put in place to ensure we have student leaders to support the effective organisation of the houses for the forthcoming 

athletics carnival. 

Information returns:   At the beginning of the year, we posted home along with a welcome letter and materials and services 

invoices, a copy of the contact information that we currently hold for your family.  We are still waiting for many of these to be 

returned.  It can be extremely distressing for children, if we are trying to contact home for them, and the numbers that we have in 

the system are incorrect.  While we ask you to remember us when you change your contact details, there are two occasions 

during the course of the year when we send home what we have for you to check; this is the first of those occasions.  Please send 

your information sheet back to us as soon as possible, and if you can’t find it, a quick phone call to Shan in reception is all it takes 

to have another copy sent home.   

Pelvic Pain Foundation: On Wednesday our Year 8 – 12 girls received a presentation on Periods, Pain and Endometriosis from 

the Pelvic Pain Foundation.  With over 1 in 5 girls reporting severe pain with their periods each month, Michelle from the 

Foundation provided some much needed information to help us both understand and resolve pain issues.  Girls were all provided 

with information and advised to speak to the women in their families to identify any recurring issues which could be 

endometriosis. You can find out more at www.pelvicpain.org.au     Ali 

 

 

Jess Hills 

Welcome to our new staff! 

 

Tina Slaby 

 

Susie Reynolds 

 

Felicity Kemp 

 

Claudia Agnew 

 

Al Murdock  

 

Kirsty Campion 

Yr 8-10 girls, PPEP Talk 

http://www.pelvicpain.org.au/
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Primary News 
Barb Agnew, Primary Coordinator 

Read Write Inc Parent Meeting 

There will be a parent meeting on the Wednesday the 26
th

 of February at 7 pm. The meeting is for parents and care givers of 

students new to the R-2 classes. It will be held in the Year 1/2 classroom. There will be information provided about the Read Write 

Inc literacy program and how parents can best support children with learning to read. The information session will be a repeat of 

presentation made last year and is intended for the parents of the new students but feel free to come along if you’d like a 

refresher. A reminder about the meeting will be put onto Class Dojo closer to the date. 

 

Acquaintance Night 

Thank you to all the parents and care givers who attended Acquaintance Night. For those people who couldn’t make it notes from 

the evening will be sent home with your children from their class teacher. If you have any questions about the information from 

the evening or the notes, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Class Dojo 

Each class has put on Class Dojo information about topics being covered this term. In the first couple of weeks the students have 

had some issues connecting the new iPads to Class Dojo to post work, but these problems are now fixed. Expect to see samples of 

student work in individual portfolios. 

 

Goals 

Students in each of the Primary classes have set goals for the term. The goals give the students something specific to work 

towards. Once a goal has been reached the students set a new one and, in this way, set themselves up for continuous 

improvement. The children have been encouraged to keep the goals practical, realistic and measurable. Take the opportunity to 

ask your children about their goals. Ultimately goals can be found in the Learning Journey folders. In the short term many goals 

are displayed around the classrooms. 

 

Mrs Coe’s R/1 Class 
 

In our first week of school, we discussed the concept of ‘goal setting.’ We had to come to an understanding of what a goal was in 

relation to our learning and not a game of football! 
 

We shared some ideas of what a good learning goal might be here at school. We decided that a good goal needed to be achievable 

and realistic for us as individuals. After much discussion and sharing each member of our class had to think of a learning goal that 

they wanted to achieve at school. Some of us had a try at writing our goal by ourselves and others had help from an adult. 

When we were happy with our goals, we wrote them on a goal balloon. We had our photograph taken pretending we were holding 

a balloon in the air. Then all of this was put together to create a display on our classroom window. We think it looks great and it 

helps to remind us of what we want to achieve in our learning! 

 

 

“I want to learn to read lots of books.”  Evie May (Reception) 

 

“I want to learn to write new words.”  Dusty Redding (Year One) 

 

“I want to learn to read a book.” Leo Glazbrook (Reception) 

 

“I want to learn to write.” Zara Thomas (Reception) 

 

“I want to learn to read hard books.” Celeste Redding (Year One) 
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Middle School News 
 

   Yr 6/7 Aquatics 
Josh Coombe & Kirsty Campion 
 

An enthusiastic crew of Year 6 and 7 students ventured to Port Vincent 

last week for a fun-filled two days of aquatics activities. Students 

enjoyed partaking in knee boarding, stand up paddle-boarding, 

kayaking and sailing lessons. It was fabulous to see many students 

getting out of their comfort zone and taking on new challenges in the 

program. There was definitely a ‘growth mindset’ displayed 

continuously. We are enormously thankful for having access to the 

high-quality staff at the Port Vincent Aquatics Centre.  

 

Comments from students: 

 

“I loved doing knee boarding in pairs. It was great when the instructor told 

us jokes.” – Amber 
 

“I learnt lots of safety rules.” – Drey 
 

“It was lots of fun. The instructors helped us whenever we were stuck.” – 

Kalen 
 

“It was good to do kayaking as I had never done that before.”  –Dakota 
 

“We got to do lots of fun activities with our friends. Knee boarding was my 

favourite.” – Nat 
 

“I was a bit nervous and scared at first with kayaking but I was fine once I 

started doing it.” – Ashleigh 
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Senior School Report 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 
 

It has been a whirlwind start to the year for our 10-12 students and their teachers. Subjects across the board have begun in 

earnest and initial rounds of assessment tasks are just around the corner.  At this point everyone’s heads are spinning, but we 

are all getting into the swing of things nicely. I got a little caught up in the excitement of telling everyone about our 2019 Year 12 

results in the last newsletter and failed to introduce our Senior School staff. 
 

Our Year 10 Care Group is looked after by Kate Sheppard & Sam Parsons. Our Year 11 Care Group is being taken by David 

Firinauskas and our Year 12s have Anne Mayadunne, Sarah Rothe and Claudia Agnew as their Care Group teachers. We are 

incredibly lucky here at MDS to have a dedicated and professional staff who work with our senior school students, their roles are 

briefly outlined below: 
 

Claudia Agnew - English 

Tasha Bedding – Media Studies 

Kirsty Campion - Food & Hospitality, Home Economics 

David Firinauskas – Science  

Craig Fitzgerald –Outdoor Education, Physical Education & History 

Stacey Gardner – Senior School, SACE, VET & Work Experience Admin Support 

Greg Hackett – Physical Education 

Anne Mayadunne – Art & Design, Community Studies 

Sam Parsons – Design & Technology 

Nick Player – Science  

Sarah Rothe – English 

Kate Sheppard - Maths 

Jenny Stanton – English  

Carol Wilkin – Classroom Learning, Home Ec & Science Laboratory Support 

I teach Research Project, Integrated Learning and Society & Culture 
 

I invite you to contact your child’s teachers if you have any questions about their progress or what they are studying. As staff are 

often hard to catch during the day, we have found email to be the most reliable way of contact – just find your way to staff 

section of the school’s website where you will find email addresses. 
 

By now you should have received an introductory letter from your student’s Care Group teacher; if you have any further senior 

school related questions – regarding SACE, VET, year 10 matters or anything really, please feel free to contact me. Again, email is 

best. 
 

Over the course of the year we will have a Senior School Spotlight in each newsletter – subject highlights, teacher insights, 

pictures, student input. This should be a fantastic insight into what is happening in the 10-12 world. Watch this space! 

 

Glen White 

Senior School Coordinator – SACE & Pathways 

 

2020 MDS Athletics Carnival Update 
Craig Fitzgerald 

The 2020 MDS Athletics Carnival is scheduled for Friday 6
th

 March on the Don Snook Oval at Minlaton District School. The recent 

rain has the oval in good shape with Tom busy marking the lines for the athletes. Once again, the 1500m and 800m events will be 

held prior to the Athletics Carnival. The 1500m will be on Tuesday 3
rd

 March and the 800m on Wednesday 4
th

 March, both 

starting at 9am. Everyone is welcome to cheer on the athletes for these events. We are once again looking for parent help on the 

day for the Athletics Carnival with tasks including scoring and measuring, primary activities, canteen duties and canteen 

preparation. If you are available to help out at any stage throughout the day, can you please contact me via email, 

Craig.Fitzgerald239@schools.sa.edu.au or ring the school on 88532346. Dale can also be contacted via 

Dale.Harper858@schools.sa.edu.au for help in the canteen. Any parent support on the day is greatly appreciated and is vital to 

ensure the day runs smoothly.  

 

mailto:Craig.Fitzgerald239@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:Dale.Harper858@schools.sa.edu.au
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Follow the School Sport SA – Yorke Peninsula Facebook 

page for updates on all NYP Sapsasa, SYP Sapsasa and YP 

secondary sports events, trial nights and results 

throughout the year. 

 

 

Senior School SPOTLIGHT Yr 10 Home Economics 
Kirsty Campion 

Yr 10’s have been busy in the kitchen this week cooking meals for all sorts of dietary conditions, gluten free, anaemia, 

lactose intolerance etc. They all look good enough to eat!! 
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