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 As the end of Term 3 draws near there is a frisson of excitement (and in some cases slight panic) in the senior building.  

While most of our Year 12 students will have completed almost all course requirements by the end of the term, with only a 

few i’s to dot and t’s to cross next term; the enormity of what lies ahead is now clearly in their sights.  For some, engagement 

in VET and SBAT opportunities throughout the senior years have forged a clear path for the future; they know exactly what 

they want to do, and have prepared themselves to enter the next stage of their lives.  For others, SACE results will determine 

what possibilities arise for tertiary study, University or TAFE, and they await the third week in December with some 

trepidation.  For still others, they are yet to have a clear picture of what lies ahead.  For all however, next Friday marks the 

final time that they will embark on ‘school holidays’, and October 12th will mark the last time they will return to school.  

Soon there will be no uniform, no homework, no assignment due dates, drafting and editing, sirens and lesson 

changeover…life as they know it is about to change significantly.  As I said, a time of excitement, but also slight trepidation 

about what the future may hold.   For all of them, we are wishing the very best and look forward to seeing them continue 

to develop into active and thoughtful citizens.  Now…just to get through these next few weeks!   

Reading in the primary years continues to feature as one of the highlights of my fortnightly diary.  It is so pleasing to see the 

number of students hitting milestones, with many already eclipsing the total number of reading nights that they had 

achieved last year.  Receiving crocodiles this fortnight for 100 reading nights are: 2/3SR – Billy and Jayla; 4/5BA Flynn, Axel 

and Edward; and hitting double centuries (and therefore 2 crocodiles) are: 1/2LC Isabella, Owen; 3/4JH – Xavier, Brianna.  

After the holidays I expect to have an empty swamp in my office as I know there are many others who are ‘almost’ there! 

While the Covid-19 pandemic put a hold on many of the activities that our students would normally be involved in, we have 

had some sporting excitement in recent weeks which you will be able to read about in these pages.  Congratulations to 

students who represented the SYP in SAPSASA zone teams and to those hardy footballers and netballers who represented 

MDS in our local zone carnivals this week and last. (The Zone netball was played only yesterday so a full report will appear 

in the newsletter’s first edition next term). 

Our end of term ‘reporting’ takes a variety of forms at the end of Term 3.  We encourage our Primary parents to respond to 

the ‘Two stars and a wish’ documents which will come home today.  Middle School parents have been able to participate in 

Student Led Learning Conversations this week, while our Senior School parents have had the opportunity to speak to 

teachers through the interim reporting process, year 12 Learning Conversations and senior subject counselling sessions.  In 

PH: (08) 88532346 FAX: (08) 88532531 EMAIL: dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

WEB: www.minlatonds.sa.edu.au 

SCHOOL ACCOUNT: (for EFT transfer): BSB/015642  ACC T/217331388  

Diary Dates 
 

September 22nd Governing Council Meeting 

  24th  MDS Colour Fun Run 

  25th Last Day Term 3 – 2pm dismissal  

 

 

mailto:dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au
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SAPSASA Football & Netball  

Josh Coombe SAPSASA Coordinator 

Natalie Horn, Eleanor Brown and Lucy Mahar represented 
SYP last week at the State Netball Carnival at Priceline 
Stadium in Adelaide. With less positions in the team 
available this year due to the impact of COVID, all three girls 
are to be commended for their selection in this team for the 
second successive year. The compressed fixture meant that 
SYP played in Division 2 of the country competition against 
nine other districts. After some highly competitive tussles, 
the team finished in equal fifth position for the carnival with 
victories over Murray Mallee, North Eastern, Kangaroo 
Island and Western Eyre Peninsula. Well done also to Layla 
Walsh for being a reserve for the team, which involved her 
training with the team leading up to the carnival.  
 
Henry Coote was MDS's sole combatant in the SYP football 
team for their carnival at Barratt Reserve. It was a character-
building experience for Henry and his team, with SYP 
succumbing to most of the teams in Division 2 of the country 
competition to end the week in equal ninth place. The 
triumph over Whyalla by nine points was the highlight of the 
week for SYP.  
 
 
 

 

addition to these scheduled activities, parents are always welcome to make an appointment to speak to teachers should 

they have queries or concerns.  

Please take note of the nominations required for a variety of awards to be presented at our annual Presentation Night in 

November.  This year’s evening will be a little different to those in the past to allow for the necessary Covid restrictions; 

indeed there will be two events which will acknowledge our student’s achievements this year. The first will be an invitation 

only event for the graduation Year 12 class and Year 3 – 11 award winners.  Each student will be able to invite two adult 

guests to this evening on Thursday November 26th at the Minlaton Town Hall which will keep us below the threshold for 

numbers attending.  The second event will occur during the final week of the year in the form of a family picnic on the 

evening of December 10th to which all families will be invited.  At this event, with appropriate social distancing on the oval, 

we will play our ‘virtual presentation night’ inclusive of all award winners AND the primary class presentations on a huge 

blow up screen.  More details about both events will be forthcoming next term, but please circle both dates on your calendar 

and start planning your picnic basket! 

As this is the last newsletter for the term; have a wonderful school holiday break.  Let’s hope that while the farmers get 

some rain, we all have sufficient sunshine to get out and about and enjoy our beautiful SYP backyard! 

 

Ali 
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8/9 Football Carnival 

Craig Fitzgerald 

On Wednesday 9th September a group of MDS students travelled to Central Yorke School to participate in the Year 8/9 Zone Football 

Carnival. With minimal community and school sport opportunities this year, the students were very keen to be involved. MDS entered a 

team in both the boys and girls competition with some outstanding results throughout the day including: 

Boys 

Game 1: MDS lost to Central Yorke (19-26) 

Game 2: MDS defeated Maitland Lutheran 2 (82-0) 

Game 3: MDS defeated Moonta (25-19) 

Game 4: MDS defeated Yorketown (41-19) 

The boys finished in 3rd spot overall and improved with each match. Central Yorke had some strong players and won all matches to be 

the winning side in the boys competition.  

Girls 

Game 1: MDS defeated Central Yorke (52-6) 

Game 2: MDS defeated Moonta (59-0) 

Game 3: MDS defeated Yorketown (30-16) 

MDS won the girls competition and played some sensational football during the 3 matches, with some excellent team play and accurate 

kicking. Thanks to the Year 10 students Archie Campion, Scott Horn, Rory Hackett, Mav Harper-Zerna and Saxon Underwood who helped 

out at the carnival with coaching and umpiring duties. 
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Primary News 

Barb Agnew, Primary Coordinator 

‘Two Stars and a Wish’ Reflections  

The ‘Two Stars and a Wish’ will be sent home on Thursday the 17th of September. The teachers have all spent time reflecting on each child 

in the class, looking at two areas of success and one goal. The students have also reflected on themselves. It would be great if 

parents/caregivers spend some time with the children and talk to them about the reflections and then add their thoughts too. So many 

of the children have made significant progress this year and it’s time to celebrate some of them. Parent/student/teacher interviews will 

occur on request. 
 

FUN RUN 

The Fun Run day is fast approaching. The children all have taken home sponsorship forms a few weeks ago. They have been encouraged 

to get sponsors online. Various prizes are available depending on how much individuals raise. We will be doing the Fun Run in the last 

week of term on Thursday. Once again there will be an obstacle course, loads of colour (the children may like to wear a white t-shirt) and 

water to add to the mix to create an exhilarating event. If you need any more information about the day, please contact your child’s class 

teacher. 
 

Maths Spotlight 

In recent weeks most of the primary classes have worked on the topic of Time. The youngest of the children have learnt to tell the time 

using o’clock and half past, and the older ones, the Yr 4/5 students, not only read time to the minute using analogue and digital time, but 

also working on 24-hour time. Parents and Caregivers can support children at home by helping them read clocks, talk about what they do 

at different times during the day, discuss how many seconds in a minute, how many minutes in an hour, hours in a day, days in a week 

etc. The topic of Time also covers the reading of timetables, calendars, seasons and calculating time durations. Talking with your children 

about various aspects of time will put their knowledge to practical use and help them remember it. 
 

Staff Profile 

Mackenzie White and Axel Cock-Lehmann 

 

Name:  Jeremy Holland 

Position: SSO 

 

Can you tell us about your family? 

I have been married for 10 years to Jess. We have 3 kids called Amos 7, Zoe 5 and Ivy 3. 

 

Why do you like doing SSO work at the school? 

It’s fun and it’s enjoyable to help others learn. No two days are the same! 

 

What is your favourite part about working at MDS? 

I like all the people who are here. 

 

Where did you live growing up? 

I lived at Coobowie, South Australia. 

What do you do in your free time? 

I play with my kids. We have Nerf wars. I make things  

out of wood and metal like (DIY) projects. 

 

 

 

 
 

        
 
 

 

SSO Jeremy Holland, with his family 
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Middle School Update 

Greg Hackett, Middle School Coordinator 

 
MS Co-curricular learning  
A big part of the ‘hidden’ curriculum that is taught in 
schools are the basics that I have previously alerted 
students and families to; namely, Executive Functioning 
Skills. 
 

These are skills we can develop over our life-span that 
enable us to develop many valuable but often overlooked 
skills.  Often in life these skills are not taught explicitly, 
but instead are implied or expected.   
 

We focus on this at middle school level to help with the 
immediate learning and life requirements that our world 
throws at us, however over the last few weeks I have 
witnessed that it is these skills that enable our senior 
students, particularly year twelve students, to maintain 
their work ethic and push through the final few weeks of 
their courses in a positive manner.   As the ‘intensity’ of 
year twelve builds, students with these skills come to the 
fore and tend to ‘cope’ better with the demands.  This 
sets them up well for the world beyond school.  There is 
some evidence that these skills are on the decline in our 
modern society, so are now becoming even more 
valuable traits for our young people.  Children largely 
develop these skills between the ages of 3-6 years, but 
research tell us that it is during the middle years of 
schooling (ages 11-15) that the next most significant time 
to potentially develop these skills occurs.  The graphic 
attached with this may help you as parents complement 
the work done at school level to support children through 
this learning.   
 

Middle School Camp Update  
Remember that families have until the end of term to 
complete paperwork and deposits for this year’s camps.   
So far we have NOT had as many commitments as we had 
in term one. We will do our utmost to enable the 
maximum possible number of students to attend this 
camp so please let us know if costs or timelines are an 
issue for you. 
 

Parent Contact 
I am always more than happy to discuss matters with 
parents and welcome any questions, concerns or 
feedback.  Please contact me via the school to arrange a 
meeting or email me via the addresses provided on the 
school website. 
 
Kind Regards,  
Greg Hackett  
Coordinator – Middle School 

 

 

 

 

Middle School 

Students 

engaged in 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Board Game  
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In 8/9TS English we have been studying film techniques using ‘Hunt For the Wilderpeople’ as our text. Students chose 

one short scene from the film and created a storyboard of the frames in the scene. They identified the camera shot and 

angle, sound, lighting and dialogue in each frame and their impact on audience. 
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Senior School Update 

Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 
 

Subject Counselling 

Students have now completed their subject selections for the 2020 school year, well done all! The super fun, behind the scenes aspects 

of timetabling and further discussion is now well advanced. After that any minor timetabling glitches will get sorted and before too long 

all students should have their timetables for next year set. Scary stuff indeed! 
 

Work Experience 

End of year work experience for Year 10 and 11 students will be in the last 2 weeks of the year: 30th November to 4th December and 7th 

December to 11th December.  All Year 10 and 11 students must complete at least one week of work placement during this period, 

however due to the missed opportunity mid-year all are welcome to complete 2 weeks. Year 9 students who are over the age of 15 may 

also wish to undertake work experience in the second week. More information relating to this will be provided shortly. 
 

Whilst this may still seem a fair way off at the moment, it would really pay to get in early and find yourself a placement (either locally or 

further afield) in an area of interest. Leaving it until the last minute often means students are left with few viable choices. It is also 

important to note that this is a student driven process; students should be making phone calls and following things up, not parents. 

Work Experience forms are available upon request. 
 

Final Dates for Year 12 students 

 Semester 2 Research Project Students: Final pieces submitted no later than the end of the school day 25th September. These 

must be submitted correctly using the appropriate file name on Daymap. 

 Last day to submit any school assessed work is 23rd October (Friday Week 2, Term 4). Most subjects will be finished school 

assessed work by then anyway, but any work for which extensions had been granted must be submitted by that time. 

 Last Official School Day for Year 12s: 23rd October (Friday Week 2, Term 4). 

 Year 12 exams run between Monday 2nd  November and Thursday 12th November (Weeks 4 and 5, Term 4) 

 Year 12 students are required to attend our Awards Presentation night on Thursday November 26th. 

 

More information will be provided around end of year arrangements shortly. Once again if you have any questions about Senior School 

related matters, don’t hesitate to call me here at school or send an email to: glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au 

Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Flinders University – Year 11 Pathway 

Flinders University is offering a new Year 11 grades admission 
pathway and Preference Counselling online. 
 

Important information to note: 
 

You'll need to apply to SATAC before 30 September 2020 

 Complete the online form by 25 September 2020 

 Conditional offers sent from 23 October 2020 onwards 
 

At the online year 12 Preference Counselling you'll have the 
opportunity to find out more about your career options, course 
selection, pathway options, how to apply, and much more. 
You can also watch our on-demand presentations and head to the 
networking lounge to chat online to student advisors. This is 
available 10 am - 5:30 pm Monday to Friday. 
 
More information can be found at: 
https://www.flinders.edu.au/year12 

 

mailto:glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au
https://www.flinders.edu.au/year12
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Presentation Night Awards 

 
Middle School Awards  
The Minlaton and District Lioness Club are sponsoring the following awards for students in Years 6-9. Parents, Staff and Community 
members may nominate Minlaton District School students for these awards.  
 

Lioness Art Award - Criteria:  
• Student displays a high level of commitment and involvement in the Arts.  
• Student endeavours to improve their artistic talents.  
• Student demonstrates flair in one or more artistic areas including music, dance, drama, visual arts and design.  
 

Lioness School Community Award - Criteria:  
• Student displays a high level of involvement in school and community organisations and events.  
• Student brings credit to themselves and the school by their actions both within and outside the school.  
• Student displays leadership qualities and is a good role model for other students.  
 

A person wishing to nominate a student needs to write a letter addressing the criteria for the particular award. A panel consisting of a 
Lioness member, a Governing Councillor or parent and a Middle School teacher will select the recipients of the awards. The awards will 
be presented at Presentation Night. Nominations should be forwarded to Greg Hackett by 3.00pm on Friday the 25th September.  
 

Year 12 Sports Person Award  
Essential Criteria  
• Must be in Year 12.  
• Been involved in sport in every year of enrolment in prior years.  
• Due to Covid restrictions, for 2020 only, the previous two years of community sport will also be taken into consideration.  
• Consistently performed well at all times in all sports undertaken. 
• Positive ambassador for MDS and the SYP at all times.   
  

Preferred Criteria  
• Displayed leadership or held leadership positions in sports undertaken and been a role model to fellow students.  
• Been an ambassador for Minlaton District School.  
• Shown willingness to assist teachers and parents in the set-up, organisation or any other aspects of sports teams/events.  
• Displayed all attributes of goods “Sports-person-ship”.  
• Upheld school and other codes of conduct at all times.  
 

Nominations; Students, parents and staff are able to nominate students for this award.  
The winner will be selected by the HPE Committee based on the evidence presented to them on nomination forms. All nominations need 
to be addressed to Craig Fitzgerald (MDS HPE Committee) and submitted no later than 3pm on Friday 25th September. 
 

Award: The winning student will receive a certificate of recognition and an award from the Minlaton Service Group.  
 

SECONDARY Sportsperson Award  
• Open to male and female students in years 8-11.  
• Been involved in school sport in every year of enrolment in prior years. 
• Due to Covid restrictions, for 2020 only, the previous two years of community sport will also be taken into consideration.  
• Consistently performed well at all times in all sports undertaken. 
• Positive ambassador for MDS and the SYP at all times.   
 

Nominations can be made by staff, students, parents and community members. All nominations need to be addressed to Craig Fitzgerald 

(MDS HPE Committee) and submitted no later than 3pm on Friday 25th September. 

PRIMARY Sportsperson Award  
• Open to male and female students in years 5-7.  
• Been involved in school sport in every year of enrolment in prior years. 
• Due to Covid restrictions, for 2020 only, the previous two years of community sport will also be taken into consideration.  
• Consistently performed well at all times in all sports undertaken. 
• Positive ambassador for MDS and the SYP at all times.   
 

Nominations can be made by staff, students, parents and community members. All nominations need to be addressed to Craig Fitzgerald 
(MDS HPE Committee) and submitted no later than 3pm on Friday 25th September. 
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School Community Award 2020 
This annual award is sponsored by Rowan Ramsey, Federal Member for Grey and presented at Presentation Night. The award can be 
given to a parent, staff member, student (year 6-12) or a member of the community who has demonstrated outstanding qualities 
through involvement in the Minlaton School Community over a period of time and meets the following criteria. 

Selection Criteria: 

This award may recognise an individual who has: 

 Displayed a high degree of involvement in school community events or school organisations. 
And/or 

 Made an extra effort for their school community throughout the year. 
 

A panel comprising student, parent, staff and Governing Council Representatives will select the award winner. 

If you know of a person who meets the above criteria, we encourage you to forward a written nomination, stating name and reason 

why to: 

 Ali Bogle, Principal by Friday the 25thth September 3.00pm.  

Anne Mayadunne  

Presentation Night Committee 

 

 

 
 

 
Library News 

Rick Cook, Teacher/Librarian 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge is all finished for another year. Congratulations to the 139 MDS students who successfully completed 

the challenge this year. Medallions and certificates are usually received by the school in mid to late Term 4 and we will award them to 

students as soon as they are available. On display in the library are some of the curious creatures the students have created as a 

celebration of finishing the PRC.  

This year Book Week has been delayed due to the COVID situation but is now going ahead in Week 2 of Term 4. Our annual dress up 

day will be held on Thursday the 22nd of October with the theme ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’ which pretty much means students 

can come dressed as a creature from a book or one of their own creation – just about anything goes! We are looking forward to seeing 

what they all come up with. Any suggestions for Mr Cook’s costume will be gratefully received also! 
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The Yorke Peninsula, Copper Coast and Barunga West Councils are 
in the process of creating a Disability Access and Inclusion Plan for 
the region. A very important part of this plan is consultation to 
identify where the Councils can make a difference for community 
members with disability. 

Consultants working with council are hoping to obtain input from 
young people or representatives and their families. 

Should you wish to participate, please use following link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YorkeDAIP 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YorkeDAIP
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Minlaton District Early Learning Centre 

Occasional Care 

If you are looking for some child care on a Friday we have 
sessions available. 

 

 Children 11 months - 2 years Fridays 8:45 - 11:30am  

 Children 2 years - starting Kindy Fridays 8:45 - 11:30am 
or 12:15 - 3:00pm  

Please contact Louise or Tracey at the Kindy to arrange 
enrolment Ph: 8853 2301 or 0437 789 348 
 
 

 

 


