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Well, the school holidays certainly delivered – everything – on the weather front!  Some much needed rain (which a few 

farmers tell me can now cease and desist) and some glorious days of sunshine and warmth to enable us to get out to 

gardens, beaches and open spaces and enjoy.  With the warmer weather come the inevitable hazards of sun and snakes!  

We remind parents that during term 4 there is an expectation that all students will wear a broad brimmed hat while 

outdoors during breaks and when participating in any outdoor activity.  Please ensure that your child has an indelibly 

labelled hat that provides good cover for face, ears and neck, and that they bring it to school daily.  On Monday we 

encountered our first baby brown – in the Front Office Foyer!  Thankfully Shan had gone to lunch and some quick footed 

students managed to miss it.  While Tom did a wonderful job during the holidays of making the grounds as inhospitable to 

snakes as possible, at this time of year we are all on high alert.  Please support us in reminding children not to interfere 

when they see a snake, but to stay clear and let an adult know.  

The wet weather days which kept children inside over the holidays did allow some exceptional reading to take place.  This 

week I have acknowledged a number of reading milestones, most spectacularly a single crocodile to Jett in the 2/3 class and 

a double crocodile to Rubee and Louis in the 1/2 class.   There are many other children who have almost reached that double 

milestone and we are encouraging an all-out effort to deplete the swamp of crocodiles by the end of the year!  Seriously, it 

is wonderful to see our children reading with such confidence and enthusiasm; it’s the skill that keeps giving – for a lifetime. 

The builders are almost ready to take possession of the gym to refurbish and re-roof the building.  It will be wonderful to 

finally have a gym that doesn’t leak!  We are delighted that CG&J, the builders who created our Senior Learning space were 

the successful tender and look forward to working with them again.  You’ll begin to see the fencing going up by the end of 

next week (fingers crossed) and work underway the following week.  The builders have provided a schedule which should 

see us resume occupancy very early in Term 1 next year to a much improved space, which will support a greater range of 

activities.   

We had some behind the scenes work happening here at MDS over the break.  Our school has received a fabulous WiFi 

update, with new wireless access points installed which will improve and strengthen our connectivity.  Additionally a further 

update to Daymap was attempted which may have caused some of you to receive an email notification that there are 

Daymap messages waiting for you.  Unfortunately the gurus at Daymap had a glitch at their end and we are discovering a 

PH: (08) 88532346 FAX: (08) 88532531 EMAIL: dl.0781.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

WEB: www.minlatonds.sa.edu.au 

SCHOOL ACCOUNT: (for EFT transfer): BSB/015642  ACC T/217331388  

Diary Dates 
 

October 16th Colour Fun Run 

  20th – 23rd Yr 10 Outdoor Ed. Camp 

  21st MFS R.A.P. Presentation (senior students) 

22nd Book Week Parade 9.15am 

23rd Yr 12 Breakfast/Last day Yr 12s 

27th Governing Council Meeting 7.30pm 

Advance notice: November 27th STUDENT FREE DAY 
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SYP Primary Interschool “Virtual Sports Day” 

Josh Coombe 

In Term 1, due to the COVID interruptions, students selected in the SYP Primary Schools Sports Day unfortunately weren’t able to 
compete in the event. As medals were already purchased for this event, it was decided to do a 'virtual sports day' where each school 
was required to submit the times and distances from each school’s individual sports day for the competitors selected.  
 
Congratulations to the following MDS students  
who received medallions: 
 
Girls 10 yo shot put – Mia Warrior  
Girls 10 yo discus – Maggie Walsh 
Boys 10 yo long jump – Hamish Coombe  
Boys 10 yo discus – Hamish Coombe  
Boys 10 yo shot put – Hamish Coombe  
Boys 10 yo 200m – Charlie Phillips  
Boys 11 yo 200m – Flynn Gardner  
Girls 11 yo long jump – Brigette Redding  
Boys 12 yo long jump – Thomas Phillips 
Girls 12 yo discus – Gabrielle Hickman  
Boys 12 yo discus – Nicholas Krieg 
 

couple of little bugs; one of which were these notifications.  Please disregard.  We hope to try the update again after our 

senior students have concluded their year with greater success.   

Tomorrow, October 16th we will finally be running our Colour Fun Run!  Thanks to all our parents and community who have 

supported the students with sponsorship; while this is a significant reason for holding the run, with the year that we’ve had, 

tomorrow is all about COLOUR and FUN!  If you would like to support us, the run itself will begin at 2pm on the Don Snook 

oval. We are asking all spectators to remain outside the school fence in order to maintain our Covid-safe plan. Thank you to 

our amazing Fun(D)raising committee for their work in organising this event – we are looking forward to a great afternoon. 

We extend a warm welcome to new students, Seb, Harrison and Tyson and their families who have joined us this week. It 

was wonderful to see many smiling faces on Monday morning at the crossing, and not just the parents who were doing drop 

off (though there were some very enthusiastic waves as parents drove off into a child free day!).  For me it’s a bittersweet 

time as next week will mark the end of morning waving for a particular group of parents, as the Year 12s conclude their final 

week of regular classes prior to exams.  I’ll miss those waves… 

It’s a nine week term, full to the brim with learning and activity; and it will be gone before we know it. Welcome back, and 

hang on for the ride! 

Ali 
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8/9 Netball Carnival 

Craig Fitzgerald 

On Wednesday 16th September, an excited group of Year 8/9 students travelled to Maitland Town Courts to be involved in the Yorke 
Peninsula 8/9 Netball Carnival. The side included Jess Farrow, Shineah Goody, Lila Newbold, Jorja Dale, Madi-Lee Ryan, Macey Coe, Shorna 
Bosher, Mia Longbottom and Madi Brunton. The team was participating against Ardrossan, Central Yorke, Harvest, Moonta, Maitland 
Lutheran and Yorketown. Results from the four games played were: 

Game 1: MDS defeated Harvest 1 (29-23) 

Game 2: MDS lost to Ardrossan (19-24) 

Game 3: MDS defeated Yorketown (23-22) 

Game 4: MDS defeated Harvest 2 (25-18) 

The girls won 3 of 4 matches and finished in 3rd spot overall. A big thank you to Natalie Blyth for her tremendous work as the umpire for 
the team at the carnival and to Lynda Farrow for helping with the scoring. Shan Longbottom also did a tremendous job as coach of the 
side with her vast knowledge of the game and tactical nous helping the side throughout the day. (written by Shan – Ed) 
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Primary News 

Barb Agnew, Primary Coordinator 

‘Presentation Night’ Performance 
This year each primary class will be filming its ‘Presentation night’ performance. Presentation Night will look quite different as we are 
adapting to the changing times. The filming will be done at school beginning as early as the fourth week of term. Class teachers will send 
out notes asking for costumes in the next few weeks. The students are very excited about the upcoming filming and have multitudes of 
ideas about how to best present their items. 
 
Kindy Transition 
The children from Minlaton District Early Learning Centre who will be attending MDS as reception students next year, will begin their 
transition program starting on the 28th of October. They will do a variety of activities in the Reception/Year 1 class to help them acclimatise 
to school. The transition also gives staff and students the chance to get to know them and begin to develop valuable relationships with 
both the kindy children and their parents/caregivers. 
 
Footlight Dance  
Footlight Dance lessons continue for the first two weeks of this term. The children have enjoyed learning various dances and their skills 
have certainly improved. Dana Trenowden, the dance teacher, has been an amazing source of knowledge and inspiration for the children. 
We also really appreciate everything Kelly Cook has done to organise the lessons. 
 
Staff Profile 
Teacher: Mrs Pritchard 
Position: Primary teacher Yr 3/4 class 
 
Can you tell us about your family? 
In my family there is my husband Josh, baby Oscar and myself. 
 
Why do you like teaching? 
I like helping kids to learn and planning fun things to help them learn. 
 
What is your favourite part about teaching? 
I like seeing students improve, so then I know my lessons are valuable. 
 
Where did you live growing up? 
I grew up in Coobowie. 
 
What do you do in your free time? 
I spend my free time with Oscar. I take him to the playground and read 
books to him. 
 
Barb Agnew 
Primary Coordinator 

 

 

 
 

        
 
 

 
Ella & Oscar Pritchard 
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Middle School Update 

Greg Hackett, Middle School Coordinator 

Hi all, 
 
MS Camps 
On the final day of last term, I was able to announce that our scheduled camps for later in the term were indeed able to proceed.  While 
we literally had to wait until the ‘death knock’ to confirm all students, I was pretty happy to see the final tallies hit the required target.  
Over the next few weeks a series of notes will be distributed to students with some critical details and vital instructions regarding future 
payment, student equipment required, rules & expectations etc.  There will be a requirement for these to be returned by prescribed 
dates – failure to do so may result in students not being able to attend or participate fully in the camps.   Illawonga has its own policies 
and procedures that must be adhered to, and they reserve the right to manage their site and activities according to their legal 
responsibilities.  Given the keenness of the cohort, I don’t predict we’ll have too many issues at all. I’m really looking forward to the 
majority of our students being able to undertake this opportunity and appreciate the support of families so far, to get us to this point. 
 
Challenge Week 2020  
The Australian Curriculum is underpinned by the general capabilities;  

 Literacy 

 Numeracy 

 Information and communication technology 

 Creative and critical thinking 

 Personal and social understanding 

 Ethical understanding 

 Intercultural understanding 
 

The above attributes are sometimes known by other terms, but in essence are the ‘essential understandings’ that prominent education 
experts believe are central to being life-long learners, world citizens, productive community members and generally happy, content and 
positive in life. 
 
Again in 2020, our MS staff will endeavour to provide fun, engaging learning opportunities beyond the traditional learning areas.  
‘Challenge Week’ enables students to continue to develop skills and understanding via interactive group challenges that stimulate their 
imaginations, give them opportunities to develop leadership and new thinking, explore relationships with others as well as general ‘life 
learning’.    
 
Transition to Year 6 and Year 8  
Towards the end of the year, some of our students will be enjoying some alternative programs as we welcome new-comers to MDS.  In 
week seven, new year eight students will get to meet and mingle with new peers, teachers and familiarise themselves with the MDS 
environment.  In week 9 our new year six students will visit the MS and get an introduction to their new learning environment. Further 
details will be sent home via letters in the coming weeks. 
 
Term 4 Student Behaviour  
As our MS students see the senior students leaving, or undertaking alternative programs, as well as a range of disruptions to the normal 
routines, they can lose focus on their schoolwork and relationships with their peers.  As our student behaviour management data suggests 
that term four often brings some additional (albeit relatively minor) behaviour matters for teachers.  It would be great if parents could 
reinforce children that this term is a relatively short one for our academic schedule due to camps and other school events.  Hopefully 
with your support, students will remain focussed and strive to do their best in order to end the year positively, and prepare well for 
whatever 2021 may bring. 
 
Parent Contact  
If you have specific matters for subject or Care Group teachers, please contact them directly.   I am always more than happy to discuss 
matters with parents and welcome any questions concerns or feedback.   
 
Kind regards, Greg Hackett   

Coordinator – Middle School 
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Senior School Update 

Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 
 

Senior School Report  
Welcome back to Term 4. I trust that everyone (parents, students and staff) is feeling refreshed and ready to tackle the action packed 
last term of the year.  
 

Final Dates for Year 12 students 
Last day to submit any school assessed work is 23rd October (Friday Week 2, Term 4). Most subjects will be finished school assessed 
work by then anyway, but any work still to be completed must be submitted by that time. 
 

The last official day of school for Year 12 Students this year is Friday the 23rd of October. Before school that morning there will be a 
student and staff BBQ breakfast to celebrate the end of 13 years of schooling and the transition into the next phase of their lives. This 
will begin at approximately 7.30am. Upon completion of the breakfast the Year 12s will move to their Care Group to meet with myself 
to finalise clearance and exit procedures, participate in a range of final school activities before they are dismissed by lunch time.  
 

Students are to note that there is NO “Muck Up Day” (Year 12s have already been spoken to about this) and police will be notified if 
required.  
 

Student clearances and predicted destination data collection must have been completed prior to this date.  
 

Year 12 exams run between Monday 2nd November and Friday 13th November. Year 12 students are required to attend the formal award 
component of Presentation night on November 28th at Town Hall.  
 

Information around end of year arrangements has also been sent home via a letter/email this week. 
 

Dates for Year 10 & 11 students: 
12th November: Last day to finalise and submit Work Experience forms 
20th November: Final day to submit Year 10 & 11 work 
23rd – 24th November: Year 10 & 11 end of year testing period 
25th – 26th November: Senior School Transition (details TBC) 
26th November: Final day of classes for Year 10 & 11 
30th November- 11th December: Work Experience (details below) 
 

It is timely to remind Year 10 & 11 students and parents that the successful completion of subjects currently being studied provides a 
solid foundation for future learning. Should a student not satisfactorily complete their course requirements in any senior subject, they 
will be ineligible for work experience and must attend school where they will be provided with the opportunity to successfully complete 
these subjects in order to move up to the next year level. Should a student be unsuccessful when provided this opportunity, then their 
promotion to the next year level will be closely reviewed.  
 

Term 4 Work Experience 
End of year work experience for Year 10 and 11 students will be in the last 2 weeks of the year: 30th November to 4th December and 7th 
December to 11th December.  All Year 10 and 11 students must complete at least one week of work placement during this period, 
however due to the missed opportunity mid-year all are welcome to complete 2 weeks. Year 9 students who are over the age of 15 may 
also wish to undertake work experience in the second week. More information relating to this will be provided shortly. 
 

Please consider getting in early to find yourself a placement. Work Experience forms are available upon request. 
 
If you have any questions regarding Senior School matters, please do not hesitate to call or email me: glen.white872@schools.sa.edu.au 
 
Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 
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Presentation Night Awards 

 
Middle School Awards  
The Minlaton and District Lioness Club are sponsoring the following awards for students in Years 6-9. Parents, Staff and Community 
members may nominate Minlaton District School students for these awards.  
 

Lioness Art Award - Criteria:  
• Student displays a high level of commitment and involvement in the Arts.  
• Student endeavours to improve their artistic talents.  
• Student demonstrates flair in one or more artistic areas including music, dance, drama, visual arts and design.  
 

Lioness School Community Award - Criteria:  
• Student displays a high level of involvement in school and community organisations and events.  
• Student brings credit to themselves and the school by their actions both within and outside the school.  
• Student displays leadership qualities and is a good role model for other students.  
 

A person wishing to nominate a student needs to write a letter addressing the criteria for the particular award. A panel consisting of a 
Lioness member, a Governing Councillor or parent and a Middle School teacher will select the recipients of the awards. The awards 
will be presented at Presentation Night. Nominations should be forwarded to Greg Hackett by 3.00pm on Friday the 23rd October.  
 

Year 12 Sports Person Award  
Essential Criteria  
• Must be in Year 12.  
• Been involved in sport in every year of enrolment in prior years.  
• Due to Covid restrictions, for 2020 only, the previous two years of community sport will also be taken into consideration.  
• Consistently performed well at all times in all sports undertaken. 
• Positive ambassador for MDS and the SYP at all times.   
  

Preferred Criteria  
• Displayed leadership or held leadership positions in sports undertaken and been a role model to fellow students.  
• Been an ambassador for Minlaton District School.  
• Shown willingness to assist teachers and parents in the set-up, organisation or any other aspects of sports teams/events.  
• Displayed all attributes of goods “Sports-person-ship”.  
• Upheld school and other codes of conduct at all times.  
 

Nominations; Students, parents and staff are able to nominate students for this award.  
The winner will be selected by the HPE Committee based on the evidence presented to them on nomination forms. All nominations 
need to be addressed to Craig Fitzgerald (MDS HPE Committee) and submitted no later than 3pm on Friday 23rd October. 
 

Award: The winning student will receive a certificate of recognition and an award from the Minlaton Service Group.  
 

SECONDARY Sportsperson Award  
• Open to male and female students in years 8-11.  
• Been involved in school sport in every year of enrolment in prior years. 
• Due to Covid restrictions, for 2020 only, the previous two years of community sport will also be taken into consideration.  
• Consistently performed well at all times in all sports undertaken. 
• Positive ambassador for MDS and the SYP at all times.   
 

Nominations can be made by staff, students, parents and community members. All nominations need to be addressed to Craig 

Fitzgerald (MDS HPE Committee) and submitted no later than 3pm on Friday 23rd October. 

PRIMARY Sportsperson Award  
• Open to male and female students in years 5-7.  
• Been involved in school sport in every year of enrolment in prior years. 
• Due to Covid restrictions, for 2020 only, the previous two years of community sport will also be taken into consideration.  
• Consistently performed well at all times in all sports undertaken. 
• Positive ambassador for MDS and the SYP at all times.   
 

Nominations can be made by staff, students, parents and community members. All nominations need to be addressed to Craig 
Fitzgerald (MDS HPE Committee) and submitted no later than 3pm on Friday 23rd October. 
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Rowan Ramsey Community Award 

 

This nomination period has been extended. This annual award is sponsored by Rowan Ramsey, Federal Member for Grey and presented 

at Presentation Night. The award can be given to a parent, staff member, student (year 6-12) or a member of the community who has 

demonstrated outstanding qualities through involvement in the Minlaton School Community over a period of time and meets the 

following criteria. 

 

Selection Criteria 

This award may recognise an individual who has: 

 

 Displayed a high degree of involvement in school community events or school organisations. 
 

And/or 

 Made an extra effort for their school community throughout the year. 
 

A panel comprising student, parent, staff and Governing Council Representatives will select the award winner. 

 

If you know of a person who meets the above criteria, we encourage you to forward a written nomination, stating name and reason 

why to: 

 Ali Bogle, Principal by Friday the 23rd October 3.00pm.  

Anne Mayadunne - Presentation Night Committee 

 

 

 
 

 

Library News 

Rick Cook, Teacher/Librarian 

Week 2 is Book Week and we will again be celebrating with our annual dress up day on Thursday 22nd October with the 

parade starting from 9:15am in the Primary shelter area. The theme this year is 'Curious Creatures, Wild Minds' but as 

always it's pretty much a free for all - come as a character from a book or a creature of your own creation. There will be 

prizes for the best dressed on the day. As well as this we will be running a range of Library competitions for the week with 

heaps of awesome new book prizes up for grabs.  Mr Cook. 
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Ardrossan Fishing Competition - (Pending Covid Restrictions) 

Saturday 24th October – Ardrossan Jetty - $5 per person/ $15 per family 

Many prizes to be won in multiple categories including biggest crab, biggest squid, most unusual & more! 

For further details, contact Ardrossan Visitor Information Outlet PH 88374 195 

Register at jetty, 9am Saturday 

Weigh in closes 5pm Saturday 

Presentation of prizes at Town Square with a sausage sizzle at 5.50pm 

Sponsored by: Ardrossan Auto Centre, Ardrossan Bakery, Ardrossan Caravan Park, Ardrossan Cellars, Ardrossan Chinese Meal, Drakes Ardrossan, 

Ardrossan Fine Meats, Ardrossan Hotel/Motel, Ardrossan Motors, Ardrossan Pharmacy, Ardrossan Progress Association, Ardrossan Seafood & 

Schnitzels, Ardrossan True Value, Barley Stacks Winery, Bella Yorke, Envy Hair, Fraser Ellis MP, Highview Holiday Village, J28, Les & Wendy Klopp, 

Ronnie’s Tracers, Rowan Ramsey MP, Royal House Hotel, Sunny Hill Distillery, Tags Signs, The Coffee House, Uzuri Nails, Wilma’s on the Yorke, YP Carpet, 

YP Council 
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