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Diary Dates 
 

November 
 

29

th

 Presentation Night, 

7pm Minlaton Town 

Hall 

 

 

December 
 

3

rd

 – 5

th

 

 Yr 6-9 Camp 

 

3

rd

 Makers Empire 

Showcase, Adelaide 

Showground 

 

6

th

 – 7

th

 

 Yr 7 Transition 

 

14

th

 Last Day of School, 

Early Dismissal, 1pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Minlaton District School    

By deeds, not words  

 

This will be our last newsletter for the year in which you see 
the usual reports from the various sections of the school; 
though there will be a highlights sheet which will accompany 
student reports on the final day of term. 
 

It’s been a busy year, and tonight we celebrate the 
outstanding achievements of our students at our annual 
Presentation Night at the Minlaton Town Hall.  I hope that 

many of you will be able to join us at this event to share our acknowledgement of 
the academic, artistic and sporting achievement of our students.  Doors will open at 
6.40 and our hosts will call us to order for a 7pm sharp start!  Please remember 
that a number of rows of seating at the front and side of the hall are reserved for 
the students who are receiving awards and parents and care givers will need to sit 
behind the students and upstairs in the balcony section.  Unfortunately seating is 
limited in the hall and it is quite often standing room only – but it’s worth it! 
 

New students to our school in 2019 have already begun the transition process to 
ensure that they are comfortable in their new surroundings.  The 2019 Receptions 
concluded their transition days on Wednesday and are eagerly looking forward to 
being ‘school kids’ next year.  Our 2019 Year 8s from feeder schools and beyond 
will join us next week for their transition days, and we are providing plenty of 
opportunities for our own students moving into new year levels to get a taste of 
their classes for 2019.  You will note later in the newsletter that information about 
classes for 2019 will be released either next week or the week after, depending on 
year level.  We are delighted that the children of a number of families moving into 
the area will also have a chance to join us and familiarise themselves with teachers, 
students and the school environment.  The first day of the new school year is much 
less daunting when you see a face you know! 
 

Thank you all for your support of the canteen in recent weeks and for your 
understanding of our decision to close the service on a Tuesday.  We will be back to 
five days a week in 2019 and hope that we can sustain a financially viable service 
for the whole year.  Your support and patronage will be vital.  Please remember 
that we have disabled the online canteen service for the remainder of the year and 
will be investigating another option for 2019. 
 

As we approach the end of the school year our numbers dwindle as the senior 
students embark on Work Experience opportunities.  I cannot over emphasise the 
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Meningococcal B Vaccine 
 
 

School Leaver Study 2019 
B Part of It 

 

Year 12 South Australian students in 2018 who were 
enrolled in the high school study (B Part of It), have an 
opportunity to continue in the study and have another 
throat swab taken as part of the Men B School Leaver 
Study from 01 February 2019. Students who 
participated in the study in 2018 will receive a letter in 
the next few weeks providing further information. For 
any students who did NOT participate in the high 
school study there is an opportunity to participate in 
the School Leaver Study by presenting at the B Part of It 
stands at Orientation week (‘O’ Week) at the main 
campuses of: Flinders University, University of South 
Australia and The University of Adelaide. School leavers 
who opt to have a throat swab will be required to 
complete a brief questionnaire and a consent form. 
Participants will be reimbursed for their time with a 
$40.00 Coles Myer Voucher.  Further information 
regarding where students (2018 school leavers) can 
receive their swabs please visit the B Part of It website: 
http://www.bpartofit.com.au in early 2019 for swab 
locations.  
 
 

importance of students taking advantage of these experiences which not only provide them with a taste of 
future career possibilities, but also give them a range of skills for the workplace.  We have had a number of 
past students who have secured excellent jobs as a result of being able to show that they have had a range of 
work experiences.   
 
Well, I need to get that speech polished up for tonight…so that’s all for now.   

 
Ali 

  
Arrangements for last day of Term 4 
 

• Last day dismissal - 1pm  
• Students will have two recess breaks across the morning but the canteen will not be doing 

lunch orders. 
• Reports will be distributed prior to dismissal, but are unable to be provided earlier in the day 

or week. 
• Reports not taken home by students will be in the Front Office for collection on Monday and 

Tuesday of the following week, or can be accessed via Daymap through the Parent Portal. 



  
Primary News 

Barb Agnew, Primary Coordinator 

 

Transition 

The children from the Early Learning Centre have completed their transition program. They have all enjoyed their time 
here at school and we are looking forward to them being a part our community next year. 
 

The transition program for the rest of the primary students will occur on Monday the 10th of December. The current R-4 
students will spend time with their new classes for next year between recess and lunch. The Year 5 students will also 
complete a transition program on the Monday but they will spend a longer period of time with their new class. A note 
will be sent home next week regarding the class your child will be in next year. These notes will be sent home via Class 
Dojo or as a note if parents are not on the Dojo system. 
 

Presentation Night 

The primary staff and students would like to thank all the parents and caregivers for their efforts with organising 
costumes for Presentation Night. We would ask the children to please be at the Town Hall by 6:45pm to be seated by 
6:55pm. The children are all very excited about the items they will be performing on the night. The Footlight dance 
instructor, Hannah, worked with the children over several lessons to come up with the dances for each of the classes. 
We certainly hope you enjoy them. 
 

Class Parties 

In the last week of school the Primary classes will be celebrating the completion of a year’s worth of hard work and 
learning. There will be notes coming home regarding these celebrations next week. Please keep your eye out for them. 
 

Readers 

The Primary and Library staff would like to say a huge THANK YOU to the parents and care givers who have helped cover 
the new readers. We really appreciate all your work and the readers look great. We still have some more to do and if you 
would like to offer your services, it would be greatly appreciated. Some of our volunteers took the books home to cover 
and this seemed to work well for them. 
 
Barb Agnew 
Primary Coordinator 
 
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Middle School Ceramics  



  
Middle School Update 

Craig Fitzgerald, Middle School Coordinator 

 

Presentation Night Awards 

Congratulations to all award recipients at Presentation Night. It is great to honor student achievements, especially those 
who have shown excellent effort and commitment to their studies in the Middle School this year. 
 

Middle School Camp 

Notes have been sent home on Tuesday with final details regarding the Middle School camp at Corny Point in Week 8 (3rd 
December – 5th December). The aquatics activities will be run by the Port Vincent Aquatics Centre staff. Please keep an 
eye on the weather forecast and pack accordingly. For those students not attending camp, it is an expectation that all will 
attend school as per normal and undertake a modified program for the three days in specific subject areas organised by 
the teachers.   If you have any questions about the camp, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 

Transition  

Transition programs will be taking place for 2019 Year 8 and Year 10 students. The transition programs provide an 
introduction to the various subjects and course outlines and are an opportunity to discuss expectations for each subject. 
The Year 8 transition days will be held on Thursday and Friday of Week 8 (7th December-8th December), with the Year 10 
transition on Friday (8th December). 
 

Challenge Week  

Once again in Week 9 (final week of the term), MS students will be involved in a modified program – namely ‘Challenge 
Week’.  This will run from Tuesday-Friday of that week. All MS students will ‘compete’ in a series of physical, creative and 
intellectual challenges over the course of the week.  This has been a fun and rewarding week for all students and 
teachers and we look forward to concluding the year with this alternative learning program again. Students who have 
received incentive awards this year will also be involved in the MS Incentive Day on Monday 10th December, with details 
being sent home soon to those involved. 
 
 

SAPSASA Cricket &  

Tennis State Carnivals 

Josh Coombe SAPSASA Coordinator 

 

Last week Max Brown (cricket) and Mia Longbottom (tennis) represented SYP in the SAPSASA State Carnivals in Adelaide. 
Unfortunately the weather wreaked havoc in both carnivals with less matches being played as a result.  
 

Max’s cricket team reigned supreme in the two matches they played but unfortunately the other two matches were 
abandoned due to wet weather. Max made some solid contributions with the bat and ball during the week. On one of 
the days where cricket was cancelled, the team visited the Jason Gillespie Cricket Centre for a hit, where they were lucky 
enough to meet the Australian cricket legend himself in person.   
 

Mia fought hard all week playing at number two in her tennis team. She won two singles and a double and also lost some 
close sets during the week. The SYP team won three out of their six matches to remain in Division 3 for next year. Two 
matches were abandoned due to inclement weather.  
 
 

  



  

 

Year 6-9 Girls Cricket 

 

On Wednesday, 13th November, a group of Year 6-9 girls travelled to Central Yorke School to participate in the inaugural 
Yorke Peninsula Girls Cricket Carnival. The day was organised by SACA and the Adelaide Strikers. Over the course of the 
day, the girls played 3 matches against Yorketown, Central Yorke and Maitland Lutheran. With 8 players in a side, pairs 
batted for 3 overs with a total of 12 overs for the innings. There were some nervous players early and some 
unconventional shot selections, but as the day progressed the girls grew in confidence and the skills improved. We 
thank SACA and the Adelaide Strikers for organising the day and Central Yorke School for hosting the event at their 
school. Student comments from the day were: 
 

Lila Newbold – “It was awesome to play against other girls and even though we didn't win a game it was still fun with the 
music and seeing other friends from other schools. “ 
  

Mia Longbottom – “Yes, I really liked it and thought it was good for girls to compete against each other and it was a 
great competition. Even though we didn’t win a game it was fun to experience.” 
 

Amelia Rothe – “Batting was pretty hard since we had to face some unique bowling and the weather on the day didn't 
help. Overall it was a good day learning to play cricket even though Bell and I were sore the next day.” 
  

Isabella Varricchio – “Playing girls cricket against other schools was a great experience and I learnt a lot more about the 
game throughout the day from feedback and tactics that our team set out.” 
 

Natalie Blyth – “It was a great day and a lot of fun. I learnt the rules of cricket and how to play it properly.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 

8/9 School Sport SA Knockout Basketball 

 

On Thursday, 14th November, Ailin and Shely Marshall represented the Yorke Peninsula zone team in the Year 8/9 
School Sport SA Knockout Basketball Finals at Port Adelaide Recreation Centre. The girls progressed to the finals after 
defeating Kadina Memorial, Maitland Lutheran and Kapunda in the earlier knockout rounds. In the finals the Yorke 
Peninsula team competed against Whyalla, Naracoorte and St Francis de Sales. Results for the day were: 
 

Game 1 - Lost to Whyalla 56 – 20 
Game 2 - Lost to Naracoorte 25 – 19 
Game 3 - Defeated St. Francis de Sales (eventual champions) 38 - 36 
3rd place play off: Lost 38 - 22 to Naracoorte 
 

Both Ailin and Shely performed well in all matches and enjoyed the opportunity to participate with the other students 
from schools around Yorke Peninsula. Thanks to Nathan Wright-Baldock and Andy Lawless from Ardrossan for their 
efforts in coaching the side and also to Steve Marshall for transporting the girls and helping on the day.  
 
 



 
 
 

Senior School Update 

Glen White, Senior School Coordinator 

 

Friday 30th November marks the end of our school based Senior School programs for 2018. Students who have been less 
than successful in some subject areas this year will be re-joining us in weeks 8 and 9 to prepare themselves for their 
2018 schooling by completing tasks and subjects to a passing standard in order to be promoted into the next year level. 
For the next two weeks most students are busy on various work placements across the state. Therefore this will be the 
final Senior School Report for the year. 
 

It has been an incredibly busy year in the Senior School, with some significant highlights. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all students, parents and community members for their support this year. I would also like to make 
a pretty heartfelt thanks to Senior School staff; they are an incredible team who work tirelessly to ensure our kids get the 
best opportunities to succeed that they possibly can. So to Ali, Tash, Leonie, David, Craig, Stacey, Greg, Jeremy, Anne, 
Sam, Nick, Bron, Sarah, Shania, Kate, Jenny and Carol thanks for all your efforts this year, you have all done a marvellous 
job. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Year 10 Outdoor Education  

High Ropes Excursion 

The Year 10 Outdoor Education class recently participated in an excursion to Woodhouse 
Activity Centre for the High Ropes Course on Monday 19th November. The excursion goes 
towards the practical component of the course. The High Ropes Course was a challenging 
day for the group with activities including rock climbing, flying fox and high ropes activities. 
Working in groups, the day is both physically and mentally challenging for students and 
enables them to overcome their fear of heights in a safe environment. The day also allows 
students to develop their leadership skills, team work and communication skills. It is a 
highly rewarding experience for all and it is fantastic seeing students working together to 
encourage and support each other through activities to develop their confidence. The trip 
was supported by RIF funding.  Student comments from the day included: 
 

McKysha Hams – “I thought the High Ropes Course was fun, I really enjoyed having the 
opportunity to be able to go on a 350m flying fox, climb a rock wall and climb high up in 
the trees. My favourite part of the day was going on the flying fox, during the whole 
experience my heart was pumping with adrenalin and I couldn't wait to do it again and 
again. It was good to see how our classmates got along really well with the instructors; this 
just made this experience even better. For people that are coming up into year 10 next 
year, I would definitely recommend you to pick this class. I promise you, you will have the 
best time of your life and it’s all thanks to Mr Fitzgerald for making this all happen.” 
 

Chance Parsons – “The High Ropes Course was nerve racking but enjoyable. Going on the 
flying fox was really exhilarating.” 
 

Jesse Stanley – “At the start of the day, everyone was nervous to do all the activities as the 
height from the ground to where we did the events was terrifying. Then after everyone had 
a try at the ginormous zip line, we felt thrilled with the excitement of adrenaline. Rock 
climbing and the High Ropes Course was a challenge in itself because of the physical and 
mental requirement to do these activities. The best part of the day was the leap of faith 
where we had to jump off a platform to a trapeze about 6 or 7 metres off the ground. That 
was extremely thrilling” 
 

Max Litster – “When the spirit of adventure calls to our hearts, we must go.” 
 

Kyra Hams – “To have the opportunity to do high ropes course was amazing! The 
experience was unreal and adrenaline pumping. To be filled from nerves throughout the 
morning and to accomplish it all, was the best feeling. The support from my fellow class 
mates and instructors was helpful and I wouldn't have done it without them.” 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  
Community Notices 

 

 

Maitland Music & Arts Club 
Performing Arts School 

Scholarship Opportunity 
 

MMAC Per f o rm ing Ar t s Schoo l o f f ers 
t rain ing t o  ch ild ren  in  t he ar t s in  a range o f  
m ed ium s includ ing vo ice, d ram a and  d ance. 
The MMAC com m it t ee is cur ren t ly o f f er ing 
need s-b ased  scho larsh ip s at  t he schoo l f o r  
t he 2019 year .  
 

The scho larsh ip s cover  one year ’s t u it ion  
p lus t ap  shoes and  a MMAC p o lo  sh ir t  ($450 
f o r  sen io rs, $335 f o r  jun io rs). 
 

The successf ul ap p lican t  m ust  b e ab le t o  get  
t o  Mait land  f o r  all classes and  rehearsals and  
t o  b e ab le t o  com m it  t o  at t end ing 
com p ulsory rehearsals. The scho larsh ip  is 
st r ict ly con f id en t ial and  a shor t  ap p licat ion  
f o rm , signed  b y a p aren t  is all t hat  is 
req uired .  
 

Please p hone Kirst y Heysen , Chairp erson  
MMAC PAS on  0438 003 776 o r  em ail t o : 
kir st y.heysen@gm ail.com     w it h  any 
q uest ions, o r  t o  ob t ain  an  ap p licat ion  f o rm . 
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